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DEDICATION

To my precious daughter Aashi Garg,

This book is lovingly dedicated to you, m
source of boundless inspiration and joy. As
took on the endeavor ot writing this book, it
was your radiant spirit and unwavering
curiosity that fueled my determination.

Aashi, you have always been a shining star in
my lifZ, illuminating my path with your
infectious enthusiasm. It is because of you that
I recognized the significance of imparting vital
life lessons, such as understanding the value of
money, to young minds like yours.

Through the pages of this book, my dear
daughter, I hope to ignite your imagination and
cultivate a lasting passion for financial literacy
within you. May these words empower you and
children everywhere to make informed
decisions and build a prosperous future.

With all the love in my heart,

Chandan Garg
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PREFACE

As I embarked on the journey of writing this
book, I was driven by a deep desire to equip
children  with the knowledge and
understanding of the wvalue of money. In
today's world, financial literacy is a crucial skill
that can empower gfoung minds and pave the
way for a secure and prosperous future.

Through the pages of this book, my aim is to
make the concept of money relatable and
accessible to children. I have carefully woven
together  entertaining  stories,  relatable
characters, and practical lessons to engage
young readers and foster their financial
awareness.

Financial literacy is not just about numbers
and calculations; it encompasses a broader
understanding of budgeting, saving, spending
wisely, and making informed choices. I believe
that by introducing these concepts at an _early
age, we can empower children to develop a
positive relationship with money and make
sound financial decisions as they grow.

This book is not meant to be a definitive guide
but rather a stepping stone towards financial
literacy. It encourages children to ask
questions, explore possibilities, and engage in
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meaningful discussions about money with their
parents, guardians, and teachers.

I hope that this book serves as a catalyst for
open conversations about money and its value
in our lives. It is my sincerest wish that the
young readers who embark on this journey will
not only gain practical knowledge but  also
develop 'a_mindset of responsibility, resilience,
and wise financial choices.

Remember, dear readers, that understanding
the wvalue of money is not just about
accumulating wealth but about building a
foundation %or a life filled with possibilities,

security, and the freedom to pursue dreams.
With warm regards,

Chandan Garg
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CHAPTER 1
THE WISE MONEY JAR
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CHAPTER 2
THE THRIFTY SQUIRREL'S
SECRET

Once upon a time, in a peaceful forest filled
with towering trees and chirping birds, there
lived a clever little squirrel named Sammy.
Sammy was known for his wit and
resourcefulness. He had a secret, though, a
secret that made him stand out from the other
squirrels—he was incredibly thrifty.

Sammy knew the value of every acorn he
collected and every berry he found. He
understood that these treasures were not just
for immediate consumption but could be
valuable assets for the future. While other
squirrels indulged in eating as many nuts and
berries as they could find, Sammy would
carefully gather and store them in his cozy tree
hollow.
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One fine autumn day, as Sammy was busily
collecting acorns, he overheard the whispers of
the forest animals. The wise old owl was
sharing the news that winter was going to be
particularly harsh and food would be scarce.
The other animals panicked, wondering how

they would survive the long, cold months
ahead.

Sammy, however, remained calm. He knew
that his thrifty ways would come in handy
during these tough times. While others had
indulged in the abundance of summer, he had
saved and planned for the future.

As the first snowflakes gently fell from the
sky, Sammy retreated to his tree hollow, which
was filled to the brim with acorns and berries.
He had amassed a treasure trove of food that
would sustain him through the winter.
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Days turned into weeks, and the forest was
covered in a blanket of snow. Sammy watched
from the safety of his tree hollow as other
animals struggled to find food. Many of them
had to rely on the scarce resources they had,
while others went hungry.

One day, a group of animals, tired and
hungry, approached Sammy's tree. They had
heard about his secret and sought his help.
Sammy graciously shared his stash of acorns
and berries, ensuring that no one would go
hungry in the forest.

As the winter months passed, Sammy's
resourcefulness became the talk of the forest.
The other animals realized the wisdom behind
his thrifty ways. They admired his ability to
plan ahead and the security it provided during
difficult times.
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Inspired by Sammy's example, the forest
animals began to adopt a more thrifty mindset.
They learned to gather and store food for the
future, just as Sammy had done. The forest
became a community of creatures who
understood the importance of being prepared
and managing their resources wisely.

When spring arrived and the snow melted
away, the forest animals celebrated their
survival and the lessons they had learned. They
thanked Sammy for his generosity and wisdom,
knowing that they would carry his teachings
with them for the rest of their lives.

From that day forward, Sammy's thrifty
ways became a part of the forest's folklore. His
story was passed down from one generation to
another, reminding them of the value of
thriftiness and the importance of planning for
the future.
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And so, dear children, remember Sammy
the thrifty squirrel and his secret. Learn from
his wisdom and understand that being thrifty is
not just about saving for yourself, but also
about being prepared to help others in times of
need. By being thrifty, you can build a secure
and abundant future for yourself and those
around you.

The End
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CHAPTER 3
THE CURIOUS SHOPKEEPER

I n a small village nestled by the sea, there
lived a kind-hearted shopkeeper named Mr.
Anderson. Mr. Anderson was known for his
cheerful smile and his passion for helping
others. He ran a little shop filled with all sorts
of fascinating treasures.

O ne day, a curious young girl named
Emily wandered into Mr. Anderson's shop. Her
eyes widened as she took in the array of
trinkets, toys, and colorful candies. Emily's gaze
landed on a beautiful doll displayed in the
corner of the shop. It was the most exquisite
doll she had ever seen.
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Emily approached Mr. Anderson and asked,
"How much does the doll cost?"

Mr. Anderson smiled warmly and replied,
"Well, my dear, the doll is quite special. It costs
10 shiny gold coins."

Emily's excitement faded as she realized she
didn't have enough money to buy the doll
Disappointed, she turned to leave the shop. But
Mr. Anderson gently called her back.

"Emily, let me share a secret with you," he
whispered conspiratorially. "You see, I believe
that the true value of something lies not just in
its price tag, but in the meaning and effort

behind it."
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Emily looked at him curiously, her interest
piqued.

Mr. Anderson continued, "I have a
proposition for you. If you're willing to work in
my shop for a month, I'll pay you a gold coin
each day. At the end of the month, you'll have
enough coins to buy the doll."

Emily's eyes sparkled with excitement. She
eagerly agreed to Mr. Anderson's proposition,
thrilled at the opportunity to work in the
enchanting shop.

The days flew by, and Emily found joy in
her work. She greeted customers, tidied
shelves, and learned about the different items in
the shop. Mr. Anderson taught her the
importance of customer service, the art of
negotiation, and the value of hard work.
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As Emily received her daily gold coin, she
carefully saved each one in a small pouch. She
resisted the temptation to spend her earnings
on treats or small trinkets, keeping her eyes
fixed on her goal—the beautiful doll she so
desired.

Finally, the day arrived when Emily had
collected 30 gold coins. She rushed to Mr.
Anderson, her heart filled with pride.

1nyl
I ve saved enough to buy the dolll" she
exclaimed.

Mr. Anderson  beamed at  her.
"Congratulations, Emily! You've not only earned
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the doll, but you've also learned an invaluable
lesson about the value of money and the
rewards of perseverance."

With her pouch of gold coins in hand, Emily
eagerly purchased the doll. As she held it, she
felt a sense of accomplishment and
appreciation. It was more than just a doll—it
was a symbol of her hard work and
determination.

Years passed, and Emily grew into a wise
and responsible young woman. She cherished
the doll not only for its beauty but also for the
lessons it represented. Inspired by her
experience with Mr. Anderson, Emily opened
her own shop one day—a shop where children
could learn about the value of money, the joy
of saving, and the magic of hard work.
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Just like Mr. Anderson had done for her,
Emily shared her wisdom with young souls
who entered her shop, teaching them the
importance of understanding the value of
money and the satisfaction that comes from
working towards their goals.

And so, dear children, remember the story
of Emily and Mr. Anderson. Let it be a
reminder that the value of something is not
solely determined by its price, but by the
lessons learned and the efforts made to acquire
it. Through hard work and perseverance, you
can achieve your dreams and find true joy in
the journey.

The End

26



CHAPTER 4
THE WISE ANT AND THE
CARELESS GRASSHOPPER

In a vibrant meadow, there lived a wise and
hardworking ant named Andy and a carefree
grasshopper named Greg. Andy spent his days
gathering food and storing it for the winter,
while Greg enjoyed hopping and singing
without a care in the world.

One sunny summer day, as Greg lounged
lazily on a leaf, he noticed Andy scurrying back
and forth, carrying grains of wheat to his
underground storage.

"Hey, Andy! Why are you working so hard
on such a beautiful day?" asked Greg.
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Andy paused and replied, "I'm preparing for
the winter when food will be scarce. It's
important to plan ahead and be prepared.”

Greg laughed heartily. "Winter is months
away, my friend! There's plenty of food
around. Why waste your time working so
diligently?"

Andy smiled gently and said, "It may seem
that way now, but I've learned that being
prepared brings security and peace of mind.
Winter will come sooner than you think, and I
want to be ready."

Months passed, and autumn arrived with a
chill in the air. The once abundant meadow
transformed into a barren land. The food that
had once been plentiful was now scarce, and
the animals struggled to find sustenance.
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Andy remained in his cozy underground
storage, surrounded by his carefully stored
food. He and his fellow ants had more than
enough to survive the harsh winter.

On the other hand, Greg, who had spent
his summer days playing and singing, now
found himself hungry and shivering. Desperate,
he approached Andy's underground storage.

1
Andy, I underestimated the value of your
hard work and foresight,” admitted Greg. "I
didn't plan for the winter, and now I'm
suffering. Can you spare some food?"
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Andy's kind heart felt for Greg, but he
gently replied, "I'm sorry, Greg, but I can't give
away what [ worked so hard to collect. My
fellow ants and I need this food to survive the
winter. It's a lesson I learned through planning
and preparation.”

Realizing his mistake, Greg left Andy's
storage and wandered off, hoping to find some
food. But the winter was harsh, and he
struggled to find anything to sustain him.

Meanwhile, Andy and the ants continued to
support one another. They rationed their food
and stayed warm in their underground haven.
They made it through the winter with their
bellies full and their spirits high.

As spring blossomed and the meadow
regained its vitality, Greg returned to Andy, a

30



changed grasshopper.

"Andy, I've learned my lesson," confessed
Greg. "Your hard work and planning paid off,
while my carelessness left me hungry and cold.
I now understand the value of preparation and
the importance of thinking ahead."

Andy smiled warmly and replied, "It's never
too late to learn, Greg. The lessons we gain
from our experiences can shape our future. I'm
glad you've come to realize the value of
planning.”

From that day forward, Greg embraced a
more responsible and diligent mindset. He
worked alongside Andy, helping gather food
for the upcoming winter, and shared his
newfound wisdom with others.
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Together, Andy and Greg became a
harmonious team, teaching the importance of
hard work, planning, and the value of being
prepared for the challenges life may bring.

And so, dear children, remember the tale
of Andy and Greg. Learn from their
experiences and strive to be like Andy, the wise
ant, who understood the value of hard work
and planning. Embrace diligence, foresight, and
preparation, and you will be better equipped to
face the changing seasons of life.

The End

32



CHAPTER 5
THE MAGICAL COIN

In the bustling town of Riverton, there lived
a young girl named Lily. Lily was a kind and
compassionate girl with a heart full of dreams.
She always wondered what it would be like to
have a magical coin that could grant her every
wish.

One sunny afternoon, as Lily was walking
through the town square, she noticed a small,
shiny object glimmering on the ground. She
bent down and discovered a beautiful golden
coin with intricate engravings. Lily's eyes
sparkled with excitement as she realized that
her wish for a magical coin had come true.

She held the coin in her hand and
wondered what she should wish for. She
thought of riches, toys, and all the things she
could have. But then, a thought crossed her
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mind. What if this magical coin could teach her
something valuable?

Lily closed her eyes, held the coin tightly,
and made her wish: "Oh magical coin, grant
me the wisdom to understand the true value of
things."

As soon as she uttered those words, a soft
glow surrounded Lily, and the coin started to
vibrate. When the glow faded, Lily opened her
eyes to find herself in a different place—a
magical marketplace filled with wonders.

In this marketplace, objects were not
bought or sold with money, but with
something far more precious—kindness,
gratitude, and compassion. Lily was amazed by
what she saw.
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She approached a vendor selling beautiful
paintings and asked, "How much for this
magnificent artwork?"

The vendor smiled and replied, "This
painting can be yours if you can bring me
stories of kindness shared with others."

Lily realized that the true value of the
painting lay not in its price tag, but in the
kindness she could spread and the stories she
could share.

She continued exploring the marketplace
and discovered that everything had a unique
value tied to virtues such as honesty,
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generosity, and perseverance. She saw a
musical instrument that required acts of
compassion, a book that could be obtained
through acts of wisdom, and a garden of
blooming flowers that required acts of love and
care.

Lily understood that the magical coin had
brought her to this marketplace to teach her a
valuable lesson. It wasn't about material
possessions or what money could buy, but the
qualities and virtues that made life truly
meaningful.

After spending time in the marketplace, Lily
felt transformed. She returned to the town
square, clutching the magical coin in her hand.
She realized that the true magic of the coin
was not in granting her wishes, but in guiding
her towards a life filled with kindness,
gratitude, and compassion.
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From that day forward, Lily became known
as the girl with the heart of gold. She dedicated
herself to acts of kindness and made a
difference in the lives of others. And in return,
the magical coin continued to shine brightly,
reminding her of the wisdom she had gained.

And so, dear children, remember the story
of Lily and the magical coin. Understand that
the true value of things lies not in their material
worth, but in the virtues and qualities we
embrace. Let kindness, gratitude, and
compassion guide you, and you will discover a
life filled with true magic and meaning.

The End
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CHAPTER 6
THE MYSTERY OF THE
HIDDEN TREASURE

Once upon a time, in a small town nestled
amidst rolling  hills, lived a group of
adventurous friends named Alex, Maya, and
Ben. They were known for their curiosity and
love for exploration. One sunny afternoon, as
they gathered at their favorite meeting spot
under the old oak tree, they stumbled upon an
intriguing clue that would lead them on an
exciting quest.

H idden among the leaves of a peculiar-
looking map, the friends discovered a cryptic
message that hinted at a long-lost treasure
buried deep within the town. Their eyes
gleamed with excitement as they realized they
had the opportunity to embark on a thrilling
adventure.

Eager to solve the mystery, the friends set
off, following the clues that led them to
different landmarks around town. They
deciphered riddles, searched for hidden
symbols, and pieced together the puzzle one
step at a time. Along the way, they
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encountered challenges that tested their
teamwork and problem-solving skills.

As they ventured deeper into their quest,
the friends learned valuable lessons about the
value of money. They realized that the treasure
they sought was not just a pile of gold and
jewels but also the knowledge and
understanding they gained throughout their
journey. They discovered the importance of
budgeting, saving, and making wise financial
choices.

During their adventure, Alex, Maya, and
Ben met various townspeople who shared their
own stories and experiences with money. From
the wise old shopkeeper who taught them
about the importance of budgeting, to the
kind-hearted baker who stressed the value of
giving back, the friends gained invaluable
insights into the different aspects of financial
responsibility.

Finally, after overcoming numerous
challenges, the friends arrived at the hidden
location, a secret cave tucked away in the hills.
With bated breath, they unearthed the treasure
—an ancient chest filled not only with precious
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coins and gems but also with scrolls containing
wisdom and lessons on financial management.

As they made their way back to town, the
friends shared their newfound knowledge with
the community, spreading the message of
financial literacy and responsible money
management. The townspeople, inspired by
their journey, came together to establish a
financial education program for children,
ensuring that future generations would grow
up equipped with the tools to make sound
financial decisions.

And so, the adventures of Alex, Maya, and
Ben became legendary in the town. Their quest
for the hidden treasure not only rewarded
them with riches but also enriched their lives
with the knowledge and understanding of the
value of money.

As the sun set over the hills, the friends sat
under the old oak tree, reflecting on their
incredible journey. They knew that their
adventure had only just begun and that there
were many more mysteries to uncover, but
they were grateful for the lessons they had
learned and the friendships they had forged
along the way.
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And so, with hearts full of excitement and
anticipation, they whispered, "What other
wonders await us on our next adventure?"

The end.
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Congratulations on reaching the end of "Money
Matters: A Guide to Understanding the Value of Money!"

In this book, you have joined Aashi on her exciting
adventures, exploring the world of money and discovering
its true value. From earning allowances to making wise
spending choices, Aashi has learned valuable lessons that
will serve her well throughout her life.

Now, it's your turn to take what you've learned and
apply it to your own financial journey. Remember, every
penny counts, and by understanding the value of money,
you hold the power to shape your financial future.

We hope this book has sparked your curiosity, inspired
thoughtful discussions, and set you on the path to financial
literacy. As you continue to grow and learn, may you
always remember the importance of making informed
decisions, saving for the future, and embracing the endless
possibilities that come with financial wisdom.

Thank you for joining us on this adventure. Here's to a
lifetime of financial success and a prosperous future!

Best wishes,

Chandan Garg









