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I Can Invent ! 

How to Unleash Your Inner Genius and Patent Your Ideas at Work 

by Garima Mishra 





Introduction 

idea

invention

discovery



patent

I Can Invent



 

Invention 

A spark ignites where questions rise, 
In restless minds and searching eyes. 
It starts as whispers in the air, 
A dream, a doubt, a silent dare. 

It molds from thought into the new, 
A shape, a code, a bold breakthrough. 
Where others see what's always been, 
Inventors chase what lies within. 

Not bound by rules, they pave the way— 
And shape the world anew each day.  
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You Are Already  
an Inventor Seriously.) 



solving a problem in a way that nobody else thought of yet.

 Everyone Can Invent—Yes, Even You! 

wrote it down built it out pushed it through

curiosity



 Innovation Is Seeing Gold Where Others See Routine 

 

sharp eyes

“Why?”



 Patents: Because Your Brilliant Brain Deserves Credit 

patent “This idea is mine.”

really

 Also… It’s Pretty Great for Bragging Rights 

“I have a patent”

inspires others
“Can I?” “Why 

not me?”

 Tips to Kick-Start Your Inner Inventor 

 

 



 

 

 You already have what it takes.

 Chapter 1 Takeaways 

 

 

 

 and

aspiring

You already are one. 

  



Routine is Overrated Welcome 
Creative Chaos! 

"Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different 
results." – Often misattributed to Einstein, but still very true.



killing creativity.

a-ha!

Creativity craves chaos
intentional disruption

 

 When Routine Backfires: The Innovation Slump 

Post-it 
Note

serendipity



 The Day I Missed My Train (And Found an Idea) 

 

noticed

 Tips & Tricks: Disrupt Your Routine to Spark Innovation 

 Reverse your schedule for a day.

 Take a new route.

 Work from a different space.



 Change your tools.

 Talk to someone outside your department.

 A Little Joke for the Creatively Overloaded 

Why did the inventor bring a ladder to the office?

and

 Remember: Innovation Thrives on Change 

trick it into new 
connections

 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 



Mind the Gap – Empty Mind,   
Bigger Ideas 

Yep, that’s your brain saying, “Thank you for finally giving me space to think!” 



finally given our mind a break

 Your Environment Shapes Your Imagination 

Environment matters.

plan for



 Mistakes Are the Muses of Innovation 

make peace with the faceplant

does

Embrace failure. Own it. Laugh at it. Learn from it.



 Curiosity is the Fuel. Questions Are the Match. 

“what if it didn’t work like this?”

more

Stay curious. Stay playful. Stay wonderfully confused.



 Play is Serious Business 

 

Why did the inventor bring string to work? 
Because she was tired of thinking in straight lines! 

 Tips & Tricks: How to Feed Your Innovation Fire 

 Doodle your thoughts.

 Steal from other industries.



 Talk to someone weird. weird-weird

 Take intentional breaks.

 Keep a “not-bad” ideas journal.

 Innovation Likes Wandering Off-Road 

 

 

 

 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 

differently

  



The Zen of Doing Nothing” – 
Where Genius Loves to Hide 

not
productive unproductive thing



slowing down

space

 Mindfulness, Meet Innovation 



 Collaboration = Innovation on Steroids 

cross-pollination

 Create a Safe Zone for Wild Ideas 

psychological 
safety

failed 
attempts



 Ideas Need Paper (or Whiteboards… or Sticky Notes) 

never got 
written down

 Challenge Everything, Curiously 

 

“Why?” “Why not?”

“What if this also brewed 
coffee?”



 Loosen Up—Laughter Is Rocket Fuel for Innovation 

not

Why did the brainstormer bring a pillow? 
Because her ideas were dreamy. 

 Tips & Tricks: Brain-Friendly Innovation Habits 

 Schedule “white space”

 Build an “Idea Dump” doc



 Invite weird collaborations

 Ask your team: What’s a rule you’d love to break?

 Add play to your day

 Key Takeaways 

 when you give it space

 

 

 



Coffee Curiosity and Creative Sparks 

Great innovators aren’t born with more ideas—they’re just more 
aware.

invite



 Yes, Even Coffee Breaks Count 

“Hmm, that’s a problem begging for a fix.”



 Innovation Loves Intersections 

 Stay Curious. Stay Playful. Stay Weird. 

Why did the inventor take their team to a trampoline park? 
Because bouncing ideas is more fun on a bounce house. 

 Permission to Fail: Granted 

you are allowed to fail



 An Idea in Your Head is Just a Ghost 

 Create a Culture of Sharing, Not Silencing 

 



 Tips & Tricks: How to Turn Everyday Moments Into 
Innovation Fuel 

 Eavesdrop creatively

 Cross-train your brain

 Add fun

 Ask “Why not?” more often than “Why?”

 Keep a friction journal

 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 

 



Don’t Reinvent the Wheel  
Reinvent the Ride! 

use
improve



True inventors don’t waste time rebuilding what already works.

reimagining the familiar.

 Creativity = Clever Recombination 

reimagined the experience.

 



That’s the power of remixing.

 Borrow Brilliantly: Patents as Inspiration, Not 
Intimidation 

 

 

 better

 

start with curiosity

 Let Failure Take the Front Seat (Just Not the Wheel) 

fearless iteration

co-pilot

“What if it doesn’t work?” 
Great question. Now try it anyway. 



 Challenge Everything. Seriously, Everything. 

 

“That’s how we’ve always done it.”

strategically 
curious

 Diversity Fuels Better Rides 

different minds same 
mission.

they

hoverboard



 Tips & Tricks: Ride Smarter, Not Harder 

 Study related inventions.

 � Build on what already works.

 Fail fast. Learn faster.

 Explore patent databases.

 Think “experience,” not just product.

 A Little Innovation Humor 

Why did the inventor put a spoiler on a shopping cart? 
Because even if it’s basic… it could still ride faster. 

 Key Takeaways 

 smart

 launchpads

 

 

Just make it fly. 



Idea Skeletons Ghosts  
Don’t Patent,  You Do! 

this could be something.

ideas that stay in your head are just ghosts

structure, clarity, and form



 Why “Idea Skeletons” Matter 

 

 

 

 

idea skeleton



 Document or Disappear 

Documenting your idea is step one toward owning it. 

 Collaboration Can Give It a Spine 



complete 
the skeleton

 Start with Empathy, Stay with Curiosity 

Empathy fuels invention

 Structure Doesn’t Kill Creativity—It Supports It 



skeleton for a dancer

Now

 Tips & Tricks: Build Your Idea Skeleton 

 Break your idea down

 Use templates

 Voice-note your rambles

 Draw diagrams

 Share early

 Idea Humor for the Skeptical Brain 

Why did the inventor keep a notebook in the shower? 
Because the best ideas are afraid of dry places. 

 Key Takeaways 

 written and structured

 

 

 



 



Solo Brainstorming – Talking to 
Yourself Professionally 

“Wait… what if I just flip it upside down?”

You’re brainstorming like a pro. 



thinking alone

Solo brainstorming isn’t awkward. It’s strategic.

 Think First. Talk Later. Build Better. 

fueling

 Internal Dialogue = Mental Gymnastics 

innovative self-coaching.

 

 

 



 Make Solo Time Playful, Not Pressured 

Play invites creativity.
“what if?”

 Structure Your Solo Storm 

 Freewrite for 5 minutes

 Mind map

 Problem-solution grid



 Voice-note it

 Idea parking lot

 Collaboration Still Matters—Just Not Yet 

then

pre-
party

 Tips & Tricks: Solo Storm Like a Genius (Without Feeling 
Awkward) 

 Talk to yourself

 Disconnect for 20 minutes

 Inspire before you ideate

 Create a “1 idea a day” ritual

 Use sticky notes on a wall



 Solo Storm Humor Break 

Why did the inventor talk to the mirror? 
Because sometimes the best ideas come from serious reflection. 

 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 

 build better

You’re creative.

  



Plan B and C D E–  
Backup Ideas for Innovation 

the one

Innovation doesn’t demand perfection—it demands flexibility.

backup ideas



 Don’t Marry Your First Idea 

clinging to one idea too tightly can kill your 
creativity

 Rapid Experimentation = Faster Innovation 



not
is

 Be Curious, Stay Flexible 

“what if we spun this?” “what else could this apply to?”

 Your Team = Your Backup Generators 



Innovation isn’t linear. It zigzags, loops, and occasionally does somersaults. 

 Tips & Tricks: Build Your Backup Brainstorm Toolkit 

 Use the “3 Options Rule”

 Keep an “Idea Graveyard”

 Reverse brainstorm

 Set a timer

 Pitch the opposite

 A Backup Idea Joke (Because Why Not?) 

Why did the inventor carry a spare notebook? 
Because sometimes brilliance strikes twice. 

 Key Takeaways 

 



 

 

 

 



Love Problems They’re 
Your Next Innovations 

“fall in love with the problem, not the solution.”

What if the problems you hate the most are the ones you’re meant to 
love the most?

They’re sparks.
“HEY! INVENT SOMETHING!” 



 

 Strong Emotions Fuel Big Ideas 

deep frustration beautiful 
solutions

 rolling suitcase

 Dyson vacuum



 Braille system

 Empathy is an Inventor’s Superpower 

feel them



 Collaboration Adds Heart and Brains 

the emotion behind a problem 
becomes clearer when shared out loud.

Invent.

 From Rant to Roadmap 

 

 

 

 

 



 Tips & Tricks: Turn Emotion Into Innovation 

 Track your triggers

 Use the 5 Whys

 Empathize out loud

 Map the meltdown

 Vent creatively



 A Little Problem-Loving Humor 

Why did the inventor hug the problem? 
Because every good love story starts with tension. 

 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 

 



From “Aha!”  to IP – Making  
Your Idea Officially Yours 

spark

“This one’s mine.”

patents

coolest way to say
“I invented that.” 



 

 Why Patent? Because Ideas Deserve Protection (and 
Credit) 

 

 

 

 

Patents legally recognize your brilliance.



 Common Pitfalls to Avoid (AKA Don’t Do These) 

 Sharing too soon

 Skipping the research

 Being too vague

 Filing alone without help

best

 From Creativity to Application – The 5-Step Patent Flow 

 Document everything

 Search for prior art



 Write a clear summary

 Work with a patent expert

 File your application

 Yes, Patents Can Be Playful Too 

unexpected

 

 

 

 

 Create a Patent-Smart Culture at Work 

 

 

 

 

everyone



 Tips & Tricks: From Idea to Patent-Ready 

 

 

 

 

 

 Patent Humor Break 

Why don’t inventors trust stairs? 
Because they’re always up to something… and never linear—just like patent 
paths. 

 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 

 



your name stamped on history

It’s not just an idea. It could be your legacy.



Your Customers Know More Than 
You Think – Innovate with Their 
Complaints 

Your next billion-dollar idea might be buried in a two-star review.

someone cares enough to notice 
something broken.



 Customer Complaints = Innovation Invitations 

 

 

 

 wish

They build with it.



 How a Complaint Became a Patent 

innovation doesn’t always come from the lab—it often 
comes from the inbox.

 Empathy Turns Frustration into Functionality 

empathy

 From Feedback to Formulas: Make It Actionable 

 Group similar complaints

 Dig deeper real

 Ask better questions

 Prototype based on pain points

 Involve customers in testing



 Practical Ways to Integrate Customer Insight into 
Innovation 

 Mine support tickets

 Create a feedback wall

 Use social media comments

 Host innovation interviews

 Add a “frustration form”

 Building a Culture That Welcomes Feedback 

 

feedback is fuel



 Customer-Inspired Humor Break 

What do you call a customer complaint no one reads? 
A missed invention with a bad attitude. 

 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 

 

Dig into the noise—you might hear your next patent calling. 



Innovation Headquarters – How to 
Build a Culture That Thinks 
Differently 

Real innovation needs a stage—and that stage is your workplace 
culture.

some of the world’s most 
innovative companies have something in common

any Innovation HQ



 The Foundation: Safe to Fail, Hungry to Win 

 

 

 



 Creativity = Cross-Pollination 

magic happens.

Diverse brains make bigger ideas. 

 

 Communicate Like an Inventor, Not a Bureaucrat 



 

 

 

 

open, clear, and frequent

 Add a Dash of Playfulness 

 

these aren’t 
distractions.



Why did the innovation team install a swing? 
Because ideas bounce higher when you do too. 

 Overcoming the “But We’ve Always Done It This Way” 
Syndrome 

 

 

 

 reward behavior change

 Quick Wins: How to Boost Innovation Culture Today 

 

 

 

 

 



 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 

 

It starts showing up on its own. 



Risk It Right – Innovation  
Without the Meltdown 

Innovation without risk is just a PowerPoint. 

The trick? Don’t avoid risk. Manage it. 

without

 Creativity Thrives When Risk Is Safe 



 

 

 

 Real-World Risk Tools Used by Top Innovators 

 Amazon’s “Working Backwards” doc

 Google’s “Kill Committees” vote

 Pixar’s Braintrust
and

failing smart

 Frameworks That De-Risk Your Big Ideas 

 The ICE Score



 SWOT for Startups

 Pre-Mortem Meetings

channel it wisely

 Risks You Can Actually Plan For 

Risk isn’t just about going broke.

 Technical Risk work

 Market Risk want

 Timing Risk ready

 Execution Risk

Unknowns become checklists.



 Balancing Creativity & Control 

create an environment where people feel free to try

 then

 then

 

 Tips & Tricks: Manage Risk Like a Creative Genius 

 

 

 

 

 



 Risk Management Humor Break 

Why don’t innovators play hide-and-seek with risk? 
Because smart ones track it before it surprises them. 

 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 

 



You can take chances—and still sleep at night.

 



Tomorrow’s Breakthroughs – Surfing 
the Next Wave of Innovation 

Welcome to the edge of tomorrow.

anticipate them. 



 

 Emerging Frontiers: Where the Next Patents Will Be Born 

 Artificial Intelligence

 Green Tech & Sustainability

 Biotech & Health

 Quantum Computing

 Space Tech

 EdTech, FinTech, AgriTech



 Protecting Tomorrow: Trends in the Patent World 

 

 Faster Filing Systems

 More Cross-Disciplinary Patents

 Global Harmonization



 Open Innovation Models

 Strategies to Future-Proof Your Innovation Pipeline 

invent like someone who’s ready 
for it

 Scan Tech Landscapes

 Build Adaptive Teams

 Encourage "out-of-scope" experiments

 Invest in lifelong learning

 Track shifts in regulation

 Future-Ready = Feedback-Ready 

 wish

 

 



 Innovation Humor from the Future 
What did the future inventor say to the AI assistant? 
“Surprise me.” 
And that’s how the toaster became sentient. 

 Key Takeaways 

 

 

 

 

 

The future is already arriving. 
You just need to invent your way into it. 



Spark Tanks – Lighting Up 
Workplace Innovation 

Innovation is a team sport. 

’
safe seen supported

supercharged



 Hall of Fame… and Future 



“Patent Wall” or “Innovation Hall of Fame”

“This could be you.”

 Innovation Retreats – Escape the Routine 

Innovation retreats

 

 

 off-task on-track

 Patent Hackathons: From Chaos to Creation 

Patent Hackathons



 Personal Innovation Time – Because Daydreams Matter 

 

regular time slots to work on whatever interests them

Let minds wander—they’ll often return with gold. 



 Out-of-the-Box Thinking – When Weird Wins 

 

 

 

 



 Happy Accidents – When Oops Becomes Aha! 

 

 Post-it Notes

 Penicillin

 Microwaves

analyze failed experiments



 Mistake-Friendly Cultures – The Pixar & Amazon Way 

 

 

 

they start dreaming bigger

 Tips to Spark a Culture of Innovation 

 

 

 

 

 

 strangest

 Suggested Reading & References 



 Must-Reads 

 Creativity, Inc. – Ed Catmull 

 The Lean Startup – Eric Ries 

 Originals – Adam Grant 

 Made to Stick – Chip & Dan Heath 

 Thinking, Fast and Slow – Daniel Kahneman 

 The Innovator’s Dilemma – Clayton Christensen 

 Outliers – Malcolm Gladwell 

 References 

 Amabile, T., & Kramer, S. (2011). The Progress Principle. 

 Chesbrough, H. (2020). Open Innovation. 

 Edmondson, A. (2011). Harvard Business Review. 
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 Page, S. E. (2007). The Difference. Princeton University Press. 

 Kelley, T. & Kelley, D. (2013). Creative Confidence. 

 Final Takeaways: Inspire to Invent 

 

 

 



 

 

And now… your turn. 

You can invent. 


