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|
14 : Zoe just moved from

| Paris to Houston
GRADE: th | with her family and is
BIRTHDAY: May 12 | trying to figure
FROM: Paris, France out her new life,

new school, and all

NOW LIVES IN:  Houston, Texas P
HEIGHT: 5'4" |
ROLE: Protagonist She's kind, creative, and a little

introverted at first, but once you
@ get to know her, she's loyal, funny, (Z
# and fiercely protective of her friends.

EOGE 0 E TR

¥ Kind and empathetic ¥ Reading ¥ Mean girls
W Creative and dreamy ¥ Sketching & journaling ¥ Fake people

D % Observent and smart ' Classc: rasic W Loud, crowded places

A v A little shy at first ¥ Croissants & hot chocolate W Being misunderstood

£ | ¥ Loyal to the people % Paris in the rain ¥ Drama (but always

o BEE ) Pl she loves % Photography gets pulled into it!)
EXPRESSIONS HAIRSTYLE REFERENCE <2

-

COLOR PALETTE 22

A4 4

FUN FACTS @

tr She keeps a notebook of
every little moment.

#r She talks to her plants

(her mom says they
love her most).

7t She's secretly an
amazing drawer.

7r She still dreams in
French sometimes. (x

DINNER OUT FAMILY TIME

SHOPPING /
ERRA.ND.S s
*  New city. New school.

; friends. New drama. e
; (9 i gﬁn;it onl Q) v ke J—as s

= = 4 -4



BASIC INFO

. AGE: 14
' GRADE: 9th
' FROM: Tms,USl\

HEIGHT: 5'6"
(a Lttle taller than Zoe)

Zoe's best friend

p PERSONALITY 3
¥ Encouraging v
¥ Confident L
¥ Funny v
¥ Dramatic L
¥ A little sneaky L

v

HAPPY THOUGHTFUL

OUTFITS 2

CASUAL SCHOOL DAY SHOPPING / DINNER OUT
(AT HOME) = ERRANDS

TA

-
THE MAIN CHARACTER Tora,
< ABOUT TIA

Tia is one of Zoe's new
best friends in Texas
(part of a close friend
group of three).

She's tall, fun, and full
of good energy.

She's the super-encouraging
type — but in a funny,
dramatic, slightly sneaky way,
always hyping you up and

exaggerating everything to 1
v get you to do stuff.
+ |4 3

B = [

Hyping up her friends % Being told no
Sports & gomes ¥ Boring days
Dnru&chnl.lubgcs ¥ Slow walkers
Sweet & spicy snacks W People who kill the vibe
Road trips & adventures VHﬁsjrrnnms
Music & dance ¥ Drama that's not fun

HAIRST‘I’LE REFERENCE v,

COLOR PALETTE @2

FUN FACTS @

11 She can hype up a turtle
and moke it feel like o
cheetah.

1r Loves sports — especially
basketball and velleyball.

17 She has the loudest laugh
in the group (but it's
iconic).

1t Secretly keeps a journal
to plan the best pranks.

1 Will do anything for her
friends. v

FAMILY TIME &

Newety ¥V * % o
New school. ¥, -h' Same call it drama. : i Ao B
“tfﬂ‘"d" o b

Ei (Bl o Wealitlfe &t & Jasmrithi Anda




ABOUT IVY

Ivy is one of Zoe's new

;  AGE: i best friends in Texas
(part of a close friend
GRADE: Sth group of three).
' FROM: Texas, USA She's calm, quiet, and
t i i “
+ HEIGHT: 5'4" SO & Mg

down-to-earth way.

She likes to keep things
_: ROLE:  Zoe's best friend plain and neat, and she’s
the steady, grounded

@ one in the group. v
o> -
Calm

(same height as Zoe)

v ¥ Reading ¥ Loud chaos

¥ Elegant ¥ Journaling ¥ Messes

¥ Smart ¥ Neat spaces ¥ Too much drama

¥ Plain/simple style ¥ Quiet days ¥ Overcrowded places
¥ Grounded ¥ Stationery & planners ¥ Being rushed

¥ Kind @ ¥ Tea & cozy vibes ¥ People who don't listen

HAIRSTYLE REFERENCE <2

COLOR PALETTE 2

FUN FACTS <@

17 She has a perfectly
organized notebook
for everything.

1 She memorizes little
details about the people
she cares about.

1t She can spc,nd hours in
a bookstore and be
completely happy.

17 She's low-key amazing
at giving the best advice.

SHOPPING / DINNER OUT FAMILY TIME
ERRANDS

%+ Some call it drama. %

B ¥ el § - Jaswthi Anda .




ABOUT LIAM

- BASIC INFO_
- Liam is the cute, kind,

AGE: 14 slightly mysterious popular

GRADE: 9th boy at school.
He's almost always wearing
FROM: Texas, USA his headphones around his
HEIGHT: 5'7° neck or listening to music.
(a little taller than Zoe) He's quiet and a little hard

to read, but genuinely sweet
once you get to know him —

and it definitely seems like d
w he might be Zoe's crush. v
3 A

ROLE: Zog's crush

¥ Kind ¥ Music ¥ Drama

¥ Cute ¥ Headphones ¥ Showing off
e v Chill vibes ¥ Loud arguments
¥ Mysterious 1 h

¥ Popular ¥ Sketching ¥ Fake pecple

¥ Easygoing ¥ Skateboarding ¥ Crowded places
¥ Music-lover : ¥ Late night drives ¥ Being rushed

- EXPRESSIONS &

Py

HAIRSTYLE REFERENCE <2

=

HAPPY THOUGHTFUL
OQUTFITS 2

COLOR PALETTE &2

FUN FACTS @

¥r He can spend hours
listening to music.

1r He's really good at
drawing in his notebook.

¥ He's secretly a softie
with animals,

1 He loves nl'ght drives
with good music.

¥r He remembers little
details about pecple.

CASUAL : SCHOOL DAY g SHOPPING ,l" DINNER OUT FAMILY TIME
{AT HOME) n ERRANDS ']
ciby 3 . ; E S
e Y % Some call it drama. ﬁ‘ _
Mew friends. : M "A_ g
e "AY We call it life. :
MNew dﬂ”::! ) ; -4_* . w 1“

Bring it



with vy and Tia). In the story,
she secretly pretends to be
ROLE:  Zoe's best friend friends with Madison just to
[ﬁ\lml.i‘hghhm) expose the truth and make
Madison humiliate herself, all to

protect and save Zoe. Lots of
@ boys have crushes on Emma,
4 but she's loyal to her friends o
above all,
¥ Smart % Fashion @ Bullies like Madison
N Pl ¥ Tryi i % Unfairness
w Stylist rying new hoirstyles
w0 Cute VSd.m\s‘ Ft&.\s U‘Sumg' her friends hurt
¥ Loyal ¥ Helping her friends % Fake people
% Claver ¥ Looking her best
W Supportive
w Al

:
i
¢
3
3
<

£
i

o i ] 1 Bk ;
BRAIDED HIGH PONY  SPACE
COLOR PALETTE @

0G0

FUN FACTS @

11 She can name every designer
brand and their new collection.

%7 She always has a plan
Five staps ahead.

17 She secretly keeps a notebook
for her fashion ideas.

9% She's amazing ot giving advice

¥4 She can turn any outfil into
nrummstﬂ

W iﬁr&mkhhtfuﬁm({:j
designer one day. '

BUNS
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ABOUT MADISON

Madison iz the most popular —
. AGE: 14 urﬂmmt—g’dinsdmd
She alwoys wants to be the

;‘ 6 : 7k center of attention and acts |
" FROM: Texas, USA ke she's the buss of everyone S
' HEIGHT: 57 She has a group of minions

who follow her everywhere,

and she locks down on peaple

ROLE:  The mean girl / she doesn’t think are caol.
Zoe's enemy She's Zoe's rival.

v % Being the center ¥ Being ignored

& M of attention G e
% Confident ¥ Designer & expensive things o e

w  Attention= ¥ Her minions

¥ Sassy i % Being in charge b

% The queen bee @ % Mirrors & selfies ¥ Being told no

HAIRSTYLE REFERENCE ©2

SMUG SIDE-EYE ARROGANT DISGUSTED LAUGHING

OUTFITS <
T COLOR PALETTE <2

FUN FACTS @

©r She always sits in the
front row.

Tr She has a signature
lock — flawless.

¥r She has a group chat
for her minions.

iy She knows everyone’s
secrets.

¥ She believes the world

revolvas around ar (::?

SCHOOL DAY SHOPPING / DINNER OUT

ERRANDS

v R They call it drama W

.x ¥ 1'“‘.‘l'r:.au':!ttlﬂg'lm'ﬂ"{d
; m% Getusedtoaf 0




19 Violet is a loving, graceful,
and incredibly supportive mom.
Zoe's mom She is wise and patient, and
always puts her family first.
& She has a beautiful way of
_ STYLE: Elegant, simple, mkmg everyone around her
and timeless feel calm and loved.
She is elegant in everything
she dees — from her home
to her style — and she

©  OCCUPATION:  Interior Designer

creates a warm, peaceful,
@ happy life for her family. @

¥ Loving ¥ Family time v
@ Supportive @ Decorating v N:gn!mty
¥ Wise ¥ Reading ¥ Dishonesty
w Patient ¥ Coffee ¢ .
v Warm @ Fresh flowers el
¥ Gentle @ Intericr design Y spocas
¥ Calm @ Soft music %W  Stressful chaos
¥ Graceful (p W Ceu, evenings @ @

T @ Quist moments ; &

HAIRSTYLE REFERENCE <

CONCERNED THOUGHTFUL LAUGHING

HAPPY

= HAIRSTYLE F.FEIIENCE v COLOR PALETTE ©@

FUN FACTS @

w Shemmunlllluph.m
and talks to them daily.

CASUAL HALF~ UI‘
(AT HoME) @ HALF- bowu
L Y R - >

11 She believes every home
should feel like a hug.

¥ She makes the best
coffee at home.

bk She can turn any room
intnnpquulusi;_

1 ww;mmm - 'HOﬂw is

% i ¢ where love grous 99 ] J?-ISW‘””‘”4 -,




'ABOUT GOURD

Gowd.isnlwi.ng.funng,

BASIC INFO
2 40

[+]

Q

Q h 3

o ROLE: Zoe's dad m‘*‘;‘i‘:‘“‘”

@ OCCUPATION: Works at the He'hsdnﬂlmd l_‘ kil

5 family company c —

° (wﬂytdc:?r always cracking jokes,

] a few months makes his : :

- after the move) i i
e S and is there for them

o | b

i = no matter wht.

[.]

@

) v

E PERSONALITY 3 £ |IKES 3 & DISLIKES 3
Funny Y Fandly time @ Rudeness
%7 Drama
¥ Messy garages
¥ Being rushed
% Bad traffic

Y v

€€<<4Lgee

- 1 COLOR PALETTE ©
FUN FACTS @
3¢ He has a dad joke
%7 He makes the best BBQ
in the neighborhood.
o Hecm fx
l.iJI'IMt NIH'HLI.I'B.
A He always says

“five more minutes

when relasing,

OUTFITS ©
A |

CASUAL WEEKEND
@9 (AT HOME) (RELAXING)




(o BASIC INFO e ABOUT LUC.@.S_
AGE:

Zoe always wanted o sibling,
Baby and. finally got Lucas in the
{about 1 year old) middle of the story.

ROLE: Zoe's baby brother He's the most adorable,

3

3
L]
i o
2
" Ee)
- i
o
-
s |
2
- )

L A A4 AVAY

FUN FACTS ©

He acts like he knows
exactly what's happening.
He once peed on Madison
and it was iconic.,

He has the dreamiest

¥ % % %




« OLIVIA <

~~ BASIC INFO BASIC INFO 49
© AGE 17 W AGE: 17 0“‘-‘.9'-¢:
@ ROLE: Zoe's big brother @ ROLE: Zoe's big sister &h%
@ PERSONALITY: @ PERSONALITY: My
smiley, kind, S——
St

~ b v ! -l e
<2 ABOUT THEM @

The twins are Zoe's cool 17-year-old older siblings,

locked in a never-ending prank war. Andre is always

trying to prank Olivia, but she sees through every

single one and d.ndges them. Olivia always wins.

The:5 tease each other r.t‘mstan‘tlg but love each other.

) PAIRED EXPRESSIONS (OPPOSITE REACTIONS) O

““ANDRE FUNFACTS © COLOR PALETTE @ OLIVIA FUN FACTS @ i
k Mmgsr.m:’mﬂf‘m + v i : b d hldmjan: prank.
i Master (failed) prankster. = : ... g Lﬂ\fﬂtryuglﬂ

. ot

f Super chill '!'_OLIF g . Twin by chance. . _ mﬁﬁ:'?‘m '[:_/!E_f
T % @ 77 Rivalsby choice. © @ £ Secretly the smart one. Q;s



TFIELD MIDDLE SCHOO] <

Lowd. Motivated.
s whiste s his soubmate.

FACULTY FUN FACTS &
@ M. Evans has “accidentally” blown
the lab twice.
L taﬁhmu;-hﬁkmklurd
the whele campus.
.]&,&&mquknda'!ﬁﬂ
.mwm.mﬁ

100+
'I-b-;l,-m'-s!dcmnl of
the entire Bth .

1(;;.::9

The Grown-Ups lﬂa’tﬂlyeg} “ 4

TEX#S USﬁ

—ﬁrm..ﬁlrﬂddw
sees the truth.
TIvVYewew
Sharp at catching Madison's
innucent. She doesa't coddle
— she teaches kids to solve
their problemss and stand up

for themselves.

¥ RESPECT IS EARNED.
% JUSTICE IS MY JOB.




| ¢ AGE: 14
# GRADE: Sth

W ROLE:

Student

¥ VIBE: Friendly
sweet, and

7] jQQFwLballCnpmm—mumhﬂg
g } started the legendary food fight.
::il, R ——— e e = = ¥

WAV MADISON'S MINIONS

They follow Madison everywhere and capy her style. S

¥ AGE: M W AGE: 14
#r GRADE: 9th W GRADE: 9th
w ROLE: wr ROLE:
Madison's Madison's
¥ VIBE: Trendy, W VIBE: Chic,
confident, a cold sometimes,
litle snobby. : {  always in
. Always agrees
. i":g D The gossp qesr. {\:I‘ @ with Madison. Z‘Sl @
e - T e = T e o
2 FUN FACTS ABOUT THE ETRAS [ . e A 0T =" COLOR E‘AETI'E <

‘_ W The Minions have a group chat namea

-

L o o
e e 2 POOODY
notebook (don't tell anyone). : : -.r._

| W School Girl is low-key a great friend
| and has the best inside info.

| W The Minions copy Madison’s cutfits.
. hair, and even her hand gestures.

Re i iy
) Ev‘ery- story needs its Tr i

R & bacggrouﬂd stars. . ¢




Aenta” - linka”

14 YEARS OLD 1 g {' 17 YEARS OLD 23

RIEND @ T ¥

SN OLIVIA'S BEST FRIEND ©
- ALENTA'S OLDER SISTER ©

A n Y
w N

@ Z0E'S BEST F

o

g - v T¥ERSOLD |
'Smet&ﬁnsful ¥ A little more mature

. S ¥ Chic & confident

. ks ¥ Olivia's best friend
-5, e ¥ Alenta's older sister

W Kind, cheerful &

¥ Loyal, stylish &
ﬂlw:lgs S“PP“'HVC

'.

A

b\
g/
b\




A sneak peek into a drama
queen'’s life




There are so many beautiful countries in the world, so many magica/ cities,
and of course, so many wonderful 9ir/s.
But 7Loday's svtory begins n Eurolpe,
in the charming coumtry of France, inside the world-famous chty of Paris.

And the beautiful gir/ were 7La//eing about is none other than Zoe Swindle.

17



Loe is an honest kind-hearted sweet four*een-year—o/a’ gir/. She
has clear blue eyes, soft Pa/e-lvin/e /ips, and she a/ways wears two
neat loonyfai/s. Shes shor?‘, but jus* the Ferfec* heigH for her
age. Wherever she goes, she tries to bring a positive vibe fo
everyone around her. But a/eelp inside, Zoe sometimes s*rugg/es
with self-confidence — the kind a mature four*een-year—o/a/ IS
expected fo have
Whenever her fami/_(j P/omnea/ a friln, Loe a/ways refused to Jjoin.
She would say she wanted o stay with her friends, or make up
some excuse to sfay home. But the truth was different. Zoe was
scared. She didnt know what the outside world was like... and she
was terrified of being judged by it
Zoe wasrit an only child
She had a loig sister named Qlivia and an older brother named
Andre.
Her parents, Violet and Gourd, loved their children deeply.
And Zoe? She had one little wish — she a/ways wanted a [oaby
sister. But her Parem‘s would /augh and say, ‘Not ye?‘... were not
ready for another child”
And so begins our svtor_tj — a sneak pee/e into the dramatic,
funny, emoﬁonal, and unforgeHa[o/e life of Zoe, a gir/ who has no
idea how much her world is about to change.

A very Ipeacefu/ and calm life will turn into a rollercoaster of love,

besties, new beginnings, gossilp, and way foo much dramal



Hello, trouble



Loe Ipresseaf her forehead againsf the airlplane window, Wmtching as the
g/owing Paris //ghfs s/ow/_tj a/isalnlueareo/ Hwough the clouds. Her heart
felt heavy. Paris had been her whole world, and now... she was /eaving it
behind
Her Inaremts had decided it was the rigH fime to move to Houston,
Texas.

But Zoe?

She was terrified Horrified Heartbroken.

When she first heard the news, she had locked herself in her room for
hours. She didn't talk to anyone. She jus* huggea/ her old *ea/c/y, Meera,
the one she gmL when she was eigﬁn‘. It was a IpresemL from her late
grana/mo*her who told her
‘Life is not about whether someone else thinks bac//y of you
It is about the memories you build and the memories you WILL build
You will be scared and no one ever said being brave is easy but you
know what it is Inossi/a/e. '

Holding Meera made her feel brave. It reminded her that maybe.. just
maybe... it was fime to s1‘0/9 [oeing scared of the outside world. As she
Hhought about her granny she couldn’t help but shed happy proud sad

7L60H’S.

20



When Zoe amal

her fami/y
fina//y reached
Houston,
every*hing felt
sfromge and
unfamiliar.
Their new

hOMSQ was

already booked
OIHGI bOXQS ﬁ//ea/

every room.

S*arﬁng a new school in a new coun*ry felt like the scariest
H‘:ing in the universe. Leaving her old friends behind hurt more
than she imaginea/.

Paris had a/ways been warm, soft, go/a/en, and full of sunshine.
[exas felt like someone had turned the heat and noise all the

Way MID.



"A new start’ her mother said cheerfu//y.

Loe smiled back, but inside her stomach twisted with fear.
The next morning, on her first a/ay of school Zoe walked in
H@FVOMS/_L], whispering Eng/ish sentences to herself, Prac*icing so
she wouldn't sound si//_cj.

Before she could Panic, fwo 9ir/s waved at her.

One was tall with a high Fony*ai/ — Tia
The other had lorigH blue g/asses and loose hair — /V_Lj.

e e Bt

W S

\'i,_' \ WESTF, IELp \ A
i Fz N

il —



Come sit with us!" lvy said patting the seat
beside her.
Maybe.. moving wasnt such a ferrible idea after
all. Zoe thought Maybe things would be okay,
But that hope lasted only until she walked into

her classroom.
S*ana’ing in the centre, like she owned the room,
was Madison Blake — the most Inolpu/ar gir/ n

SChOO/... OIV)CJ Hwe meanesf

'Oh look,” Madison said lou /y :
The new French girl Cute Nl
accent.’

It wasnt a comlo/imenf

Loe felt a shiver run up her j

spine. She didnt like Madison
at all — and she could
alveady sense that Madison
didnt like her either.
Trouble had officia//y arrived




Lunch drama



Zoe SMFViV@C/ Mree C/OISSQS, 7LWO CFOWCIQG/ ha//ways, OIHd one
ex%reme/y embarrassing VV)OVV)@VHL Wheﬂ she accio/emta//y olbeneo/

the wrong locker. By lunchtime, she was exhausted, tired and

felt a little and she felt a little anxie*y well up inside her.
She scanned the cateteria but she could not
very corner of the lunch hall
Relief washed over Zoe. She hurried to sit next to them. But
before she could even take a bite, the entire cafeteria sua/a/en/y
went silent
Madison Blake had entered
Her scluaa/ followed behind her like Perfecﬁy trained minions.
Madison didnt even need to look around—she slpoHec/ Loe
insfamtly.
"Oh wow, the little Paris weirdo,” Madison said /oua//y, Pre*ena/ing
fo be impresseo/.
Loe hesitated
"Bory'our," she said soﬁ/y.
")/eorh, no one rea//_tj understands H)mt," Madison rolled her eyes.

If you're siHing at our table, you better behave like us. Qur
fable?” Zoe relnemtea/, confused,

‘Madison thinks she owns the enfire left side of the lunch hall"

Tia whis/oerea’. Dont ask why. '
25



‘Last tfime we checked,” /Vy said bo/o//y, 'your name
wasn T written on the table.”
‘And don't you dare /ou//y our friend" Tia added crossing
her arms.
Madison ignorea/ them—Ilike she a/ways did
Just s*ay out of my way,"
she warned Zoe,

"or you'// regre* it

Zoe wasn't the type fo start fights,
but something inside her flickered
She hated the way Madison talked o her — like she
didn't belong
Suddenly,

Loe wasn't hungry anymore.
She stood up cluie*/y,
ready fo leave. /vy and Tia exchamgea/ worried looks.

/Vy rushea’ mqer her,

but she'd tied her shoelaces too /oose/y. She s/ilnlpec/—
s*raigH into Zoe,



Zoe sumbled. and #he plate she was holding flew out of
her hands
SPLATI
The entire lunchroom gasped
The food landed right on Madison Blake's perfectly
styled hair

Madison let out a dramatic scream.
How dare youl” she shrieked, grabbing a fomato and
*hrowing it at ZLoe.
"DUCKII" Tia shouted,
Duck?l” Zoe yelled back. confused "Why would [—
Then she saw it
A bright red fomato shooting foward her like a missile.
She ducked just in fime
The tomato flew past her and hit the football feam
captain, Corey, right in the face.
That was it.

Chaos exp/oo/ea/.
Mashed Ipmtmtoes flew. Juice slpi//ea’. Peolp/e screamed,



Within seconds, the enfire cafeteria became a full-on

food fight batHlefield
Then—

HOOOOONK!
The princilm/ blew a huge horn, and the whole room

fr oze.

You fwol" she shouted, lgoin*ing sfraig}nt at Loe and

Madison. "Princilr)a/'s office. NOW!I'
In the Princilba/'s Office

As H)ey sat down, Madison smirked,

You're so expelled” she whispered
Zoe qulped. But then the principal spoke.
Madison Blake, this is the eighth fime in a row a food
fight has started because of you.”
Eighth?l" Zoe gasped
"That is NOT because of mel" Madison exclaimed
So it's not my fault?” Zoe asked

"Correct” the Iprincilpa/ said ca/m/y. "Momy students have
comp/aineo/ that Madison Iurovo/ees them until someﬂ)ing
happens"






Really?” Zoe said, trying not to smile.
Ves. Really,” the principal said firmly.
Madison, you're getting detention for a week’
‘A whole WEEK?!" Madison shrieked
Be happy | didn't make it two or three,” the principal
replied
And Zoe,” she continued kindly, "you can go back fo
class. If you ever have a Pro/o/em with Madison again,

inform me immea/ia*e/y

Loe tried not o /augh
Tried
She walked out with /V_L/ and Tia, all three of them

9igg/ing and Whislpering as 7%2_(1 headed back to class.



GUELPRAD

Rumours in the Hallway



The minute Zoe s*eppea/ info school the next morning, the
a*mosphere felt different.
The halluay, usually filled with laughter and noise, suddenly
went quiet — strangely quiet
Dozens of heads turned

DOZQHS 07[ eyes S7L0H'€6/.

Dozens of Wh/'slpers slpreac/ like wildfire
Loe clutched the s*ralps of her Ioac/elmc/e, confused.
"Why IS everyone /oo/e/'ng at me?"

33



/vy and Tia hurried toward her, both /oo/eing worried.

Loe.. don't feel sad but..” /V_(j Fausea/, chewing on her /iID.

"Why would | feel sad?" Zoe asked, *rying fo /augh it
off.

Before /vy could answer, a gir/ nearby Ipoim‘ec/ s*migh?t
at Loe and ye//ec/ loud enough for everyone to hear:
OMG! Isn't that the girl who attacked Madison?!
The Whislpers ins*am‘/y grew louder-.
‘Attacked Madison? Why would | attack Madison!" Zoe
burst out
A huge crowd had gm%erea/ at the end of the ha//way.
When Zoe reached the front she froze.
Madison Blake /ay c/mma*ica//y on the floor like she was
sfarring in a sad movie.
Fake tears.
Fake sobs.

Mascara running down her cheeks.
Her soluaa/ surrounded her. ac*ing like %hey were
aHena/ing a funeral






"Oh... so brave of you fo show up, Loel" Madison
sniffled

"Why wouldn't | show up?" Loe relp/iea’.
You attacked me yesterday
| didn't attack you/
The food s/ilblaea/ out of my ha—"
'AND [ GOT HURT!" Madison in*errup*ea’.

She held up her arm, showing a finy scratch.
that looked like it has been drawn by a pin/e pen.
Awwwwl” gasped the crowd
| di—"

‘Nol | can't bear this anymore/ " Madison wailed
dmmafica//y.

Peoln/e immea/ia*e/y turned toward Zoe with b/aming

eyes.
By the fime the O/ay fina//y ended, Zoe felt
exhausted.

As she Ipac/eea’ her books info her /oag, she noticed a
folded note stuck o her locker.



She looked around. No one was there.
S/ow/y, she olnenea’ it

Inside were the words:
‘Meet me behind the gym hall”
s on/y going fo 9@* worse from now.

»
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A chill rushed %rough her.
Someone knew someﬂ:ing.
Someone wanted to talk.
But who?
And why?
Loe swallowed hard

For the first fime since the food figh?‘, she
felt that some*hing much bigger was about fo

halbloen.



Mystery discovery



Are you sure about this?" lvy asked
No..." said Zoe softly
All three of them were very scared
If Madison jumps out, 'm running,” said Tia
lvy elbowed her. 'We are here to profect Zoe."
| mean... we can Inrofec* her while running,"
Tia replied
lvy rolled her eyes.
Behind them stood a thin boy with silky hair,
green eyes, and headphones around his neck
Zoe looked at him strangely. He didn't seem
like the type of boy who would leave a

mgs*erious note.

Runnnn!” screamed Tia.
/oe narrowed her eyes at her,

and Tia %uic/e/y zi/olveal her
mouth,

You're the one who left me
the note?" Zoe asked /oo/eing
at the Iooy.



Yes. My name is Liam”

Loe recognisea’ him. He was one of the Polpu/ar
boys in school—quiet and mysterious, which
somehow made him even more popular.
Zoe didn't understand why he would leave a
note for her.

You might be wondering why | left the note,
Liam said.

Did you just read my mind?" Zoe asked
Liam laughed nervously. He blushed—and Zoe
blushed too.

This is way better than any love story [ve
seen, lia whispered
Loe shushed her.

1 saw what happened during lunch,” Liam
continued. | knew it was an accident. | have a
video as proof.”

Loe was shocked
Are you sure?” lvy asked
Liam showed them the video on his phone.



"This is Perfemt lprom(./ " said Tia. " We can expose Madison! She
will be exloe//ec/./ '
She even did an evil /augh

/vy, Loe, and Liam stared at her.
"Did you go crazy?" /vy asked,
Did you lose your mind?” Zoe added
Did you see my cap yesterday?” Liam suddenly asked
Seriously?” lvy and Zoe said fogether



What? | couldn't find my cap From yesterday,” Liam
shrugged
Tia narrowed her eyes suspiciously
‘Anyway, let's show the video fo the principal” she said We
should also put it on the big screen so everyone can see the
truthl’
And then everyone will turn against Madison,” Zoe added
Tm not so sure about this," lvy said
Come on, vy Don't you want Zoe 4o have a peaceful school
year?" Liam asked
1 quess o, luy repled
‘Great! Then let's do it!" Tia said
Sure,” Zoe agreed
‘Not ye?t," Liam said. "We should do it tomorrow. Everyone has
a/reao/y left school If we wait, more /aeolo/e can see it.
Everyone agreed and went home, ready for the next day,

The Next Morning
They all came o school excited

”/ maa’e M’D a name 'I[OI" our ,D/OIH," saia/ TIOI “Eevenge Devenge./"



"/ never agreed 7L0 any revenge," ZO@ saia/.

Loe is r/gH Liam added. “This isn't revenge. We jus7t need to
show the truth.

'Fine,” Tia said. 'But still... the truth must come out.”

"Guys... where is /vy? Loe asked
They s,poHec/ /vy wa/king foward them, /oo/eing very fired, still

in her Poy’amas, with coffee spi//ea/ on her shirt.

"WLWHL happeneo/?" 0I// 7%"66 as/eea/ 0I7L once.

"Ohhh... | had a cold" /vy sniffed

Aww, poor thing," said Tia
You should go home and rest.” Zoe said kindly
Are you sure?” lvy asked
Its fine,” Liam said "We'll handle everything.”
Okay... just tell me what happens,” lvy said
Of coursel” Tia replied
lvy went back home.
Surprisingly, the big screen was already set up.
Liam immediately understood "This is Madison's next plan,” he
said. "She's frying to ruin Zoe's reputation again.”
Zoe noticed Madison sneaking toward the cable fo connect o



the b/g screen on the assembly s*age in the moming

"So did we,” Tia whislpereal.
They followed her aluie*/y and overheard Madison *a//eing fo
her friends. She was Ip/anning fo show a fake Al video of Zoe.



Liam quickly walked on to the stage as Zoe followed
They were worried
But they had some hope
With each other

They were b/ushing as Liam connected his Fhone.
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Liam connected his phone fo the assembly screen
The entire school saw the real video.
Cause all of them were already seated for the assembly
Madison froze in shock

She was eXlDOSQGI Hwere rtgH on 7%)0!7[ sfage



Everyone turned agains* her.
Loe felt a little bad for Madison—-cven after everyﬂving she

had done.

Madison cluic/e/y tried fo lie.

"Ohl | didn't know it was an accident! I'm so sorry for b/aming
you./ Thank you, Liam, for showing the truth,” she said.

But no one believed her,
Everyﬂ)ing s/ow/y returned to normal

The Next Day
lvy came back feeling better.
They told her everything that had happened
vy laughed so much she couldnt stop.
And the four of them went back to their usual life—giggling,
whispering, joking, and being fogether like always.
But now, they were sfronger than before



Spotlight shadows



As the drama club gm%erea/ on the sfage for rehearsal
everyone waited oluieﬁy while the drama teacher held the cast
list. Zoe crossed her fingers, her heart beaﬁng faster with
every second. Maybe this was her chance. The room seemed
fo go silent as the teacher smiled and announced, "Madison,

_(jOM // be P/aymg %he eaa/ I’O Cheers 7[1 ea/ H)e s*age Then

the teacher looked down at the list agam. Loe.. your role will
be Tree #2." Zoe forced a smile, but inside, her excitement
cluie*/y s/ilplpea/ away.




‘A tree? After all that ac*ing? This is i//ega/./ '

Tia frowned. "You were Perfecv‘, Loe. This makes no sense.”
Loe didn't say anyﬂving.
Liam saw her and wanted o hug her but was hesitant.

So he stood next to her so he wouldn't invade her space.
She felt her throat ﬁgHen, like words were stuck somewhere
she couldn't reach.

She turned away oluic/e/y, Prev‘ena/ing fo aaﬁus% her bag.

1 just... need some air," she said softly

Then Madison quic/e/y Poim‘ed out, You better /oracfice fo be a
better freel’

She laughed
Aﬂd 7%76}’) everyone s*ar%ed /aughing.

Zoe urned away before anyone could see her face
She ran outside and sat down on a bench, her shoulders
shaking as hot fears rolled down her cheeks
She felt devastated
As the day went on, Zoe was quiet and dul
Liam noticed, he wanted o talk about but he thought i just

ma/ee her more sam/.



At science class, the feacher paired up Liam and Zoe for a
science tfest.

So Liam suggested they meet up at the library affer recess.
Zoe just shrugged and left, Liam felt so upset thinking she
was SOIGI.

After recess, Zoe was wai*ing at the /ibmry. Liam was /oo/eing
for her all around the library, but he did not find her.

He was sure that she said yes
He just felt disappointed thinking that shrug was a no

So he went away, H)in/eing she was not going fo come, while
Loe was siHing at the other end of the /i/omry.



She thought he was mad at her or disqusted that she did not
make the lead role
She thought he was just polite all this while
Zoe waited and waited, and then eventually she went away
tooll
Then the next day, when Zoe came, Liam was not at school
Not the next day, or the day after.
Zoe was afraid, but she remembered that when he gave her
the note, it had his phone number on the back of it
So she did the bravest thing... she texted him, even though
she was afraid 1o call him.
Hi... uh... is everything fine?" she texted him.
And then the bell rang—rrrr ringggqqq!
Suddenly, lvy pulled her. "Heyl Where are you? | have been
looking for youl [+'s fime for biology," Tia added
You guys go, | will just catch up with you,” Zoe said
She quickly rushed fo the restroom
And then, there, she called him.
[t went to voicemail. so she just said, "Hey, you didn't come to

school



/ J’MS?L wanted fo check on you. s everyﬂwing o/eay.?"
Sua/a/en/y, a re/o/y came:
Yeah, every*hing IS o/eay. My gmna/ma fell sick so | went fo

visit her.

Loe sighec/ in relief.
Later that alay, /vy sugges*ec/, "Should all the gir/s go fo the

Ice cream sholp this evening?“

And Tia cheered, Yeahl We should! That will totally cheer Zoe
upl’
Zoe said, Umm... actually, no..."
Come on, Zoe," Tia pleaded
Yeah, it's been a while since we all hung out,” lvy added
1 don't know... fine," said Zoe reluctantly
But they had a fun evening with the ice cream outing and

movie 0M7Liﬂg, 0"’)0, 'H)ey even SV)MC/€ iﬂ?LO a C/OS@GI Hweme IDOIF/Q.

A few a/ays /mler...

Liam fina//y showed up fo school
And Madison went up fo him, saying, "Ohh, here you are...



Like she was sooo worried about him, when the other days she
didn't even care about him.
And suddenly, she acted so caring and bothered
Quit your act,” said Tia

So fma//y Loe said 'We have some time r/'gH now... we
should finish the Iprojecf"

Liam was g/ac/ and he nodded

And H)ey ﬁna//_(j finished the projecf
The next c/ay at school ﬂ;ey were Inresenfing the Projem‘, and

everyone loved i*—excelml Madison, who was insame/y jea/ous.

/\na’ /I/Q@ 0I/WOI_(/S, everyone cheered 'FOF Zoe.



The new girl



Whispers filled the hallway
Zoe didn't understand what was happening
Debbie pulled her aside. "Hey girl. did you hear the news?"
‘No, | didn't," Zoe said
Just then, Tia walked in. ‘Remember the fime you got the role
of a tree?” she said

Yeah... I'm still H)/'n/eing about that," Zoe reID/iea/. Tm even

Hzin/eing about cluiHing the P/ay. Being a tree is too
humi/ia*ing. '
You shouldn't, gir/," Tia said.
Why not?” Zoe asked

‘Because—" Tia started

Because—" lvy inferrupted. "You should probably stay in it...
because you are the lead role.”
'What do you mean 'm the lead role?” Zoe exclaimed
Tia leaned in. "The news we're falking about... remember
Madison getting the lead role?”
Loe nodded

56



T+s ac*ua//y fake,” Tia said. "Madison bribed the drama
feacher to give you the tree role and make herself the lead

Her acting is horrible—no one would believe she could actually
get the lead”
And come on” lvy added “Vou're ke an acting queen. You
fotally deserve it
YVeah Tia said “You do”
Zoe's eyes widened “Oh really? That's amazingl I'm definitely
ot going o drap out of the play now!

Later that c/ay, c/uring free time, Zoe was too ha’PPH fo even
listen 1o Tia's /ong sfory about her frilo with her uncle—uwhich
she didn't like—and how her mom tried to make it up on
*a/eing her to the movies.

After class, the teacher infroduced the new gir/, Emma, 1o
everyboa’y.

She looked like she came s*raighv‘ from a fashion show...
She had green eyes, go/c/en-brigH hair, and the cutest outfit

ever.






It looked like she was going to become popular in no tfime.
Loe loved her Ipersona/hty. Emma was so falkative, so
encoumging, and so sweet
It felt like Zoe and Emma were twins.

Zoe and Emma became friends in no fime—along with lia

0”’)6! /V_lj

A+ lunch, Madison walked up fo Emma, imlroa/ucing herself.

Heeeeeeyyy! My name is Madison. So... do you want to hang
out with us for lunch?" she said, trying fo make Emma one of
her minions.

Hey... um, Madison! | would love fo hang out with you, but
I'm already sitfing with Zoe and the girls,” Emma said politely




Madison froze for a second
She quickly covered it with a big, fake smile.
"Whoa... it looks like you have a lot of experience with mean
gir/s," Tia whisperea/.
All four 9ir/s burst out /aughing.
Later that day, something felt... different
Emma wasn't /aughing as much.

She was oluie*er.
Loe noticed it

But she ignorec/ it
Loe felt someﬂ)ing was off... but she didn't want to overthink
it.

Earlier

Madison caugﬁnt Emma alone.

/'/ey Madison said swee*/y. You deserve better friends.

EVVWVIOI /OO/QQJ COH'FUS@GI. "WL)OHL 61’0 HOM VH@OIH?"

You could be Ipolpu/ar with me,” Madison continued. or you
could be treated as trash like the garbage you homgouf with,”



You don't have #o s*ay with them.”
Emma hesitated

She knew Zoe was kind
But someﬂwing about Madison's words... pu//ea’ her in

The next day at school Zoe waved at Emma
Emma didn't wave back
Instead...

She walked past Zoe...

And stood next to Madison.

Wait... what is she doing?" Tia whispered
Zoe frowned and walked up fo her.

‘Emma... what's going on?"
Emma looked uncomfortable.



B think... |
" should hang out
with Madison's

n

group now.
Madison
smirked

Emma didn't

look at Zoe.

ZO@ 'FQH

something inside
her sink.
Not anger.
Not even fears.
| Just.... hurt
Tia stepped
forward. "Are
you serious
r/gH HOW?.,“
vy looked

COV)'I(MSQGI.




‘Emma... whg?"
It wasn't Madison this fime...

It was someone Zoe trusted.
Madison Hilppea’ her hair and smiled
"Some Ipeolo/e jus* know where Hvey /oe/ong. '
Emma stood next to her...

@uieﬁy.

Then sua/a’en/y H»e V)@X?L GIOIH, EVY)VVJOI sfar*ec/ 7L0 7L0I//€... bbﬂt V)07L

the way she used fo.
She wasn't kind anymore.

She was... mean.




Oh wow, Zoe," Emma said, crossing her arms. "Still thinking
you deserve the lead role?”
Loe froze.

Tia stepped forward. "Excuse me?l What is your problem?”
Emma rolled her eyes. Relax, Tia. I'm just being honest”
Madison smiled, clearly enjoying every second of it
This was her moment.

She felt like it was finally her fime to shine—her evilness
showing through her smile.

Emma stood beside Madison now.

She was ac*ing s*range—funny, but in a mean way.
Talkative, but in a way that made people laugh at others
instead of with them.

And somehow...

People liked it.

Students started gathering around her. Laughing. Listening

Emma Ioecame IDOPM/OH’ 0I/VY)OS7L iﬂS*dﬂHg.

Loe couldn't understand it
This wasn't the Emma she met

This wasn't the Emma who was sweet and kind



This Emma was different
And the worst Ipam‘...
She was on Madison's side.

But what Madison didn't know...
Was that this was all IbamL of a /o/an.

A ID/OH’) EVVN’Y)OI had maa/e.

Because Emma couldn't stand W@*Chiﬂg a sweet, kind gir/ like

Loe—and innocent Iueolp/e—ge* humiliated. bullied and

treated bom//y by Madison.
She had seen it
She had understood everyv%ing.
And she decided to do some*hing about it
So she acted
She acted like she was fa//ing rigH info Madison's 7LmID...

becoming her friend, her “minion,” her supporter.
But inside, Emma knew exactly what she was doing
Every fake laugh...
Every mean comment...

Every moment s*ana’ing beside Madison...



It was all part of something bigger.
Something Madison would never expect
Emma glanced at Zoe for just a second...
And quickly looked away
Guilt flashed in her eyes—but determination replaced it just
as fast
Because this wasn't betrayal
This was strategy.
And very soon...

Every*hing was going fo chomge.



The double game



Emma smiled...

But this fime, her smile meant something very different
She stood beside Madison, laughing at her jokes, nodding at
everything she said
Madison felt powertul again.

Finally
Every*hing was going her way.

Loe had lost her role...

Her friends were confused...

AHGI now, even EVYH’Y)OI was on her sic/e.

Or at least... that's what Madison *houghf

"Emma, you're honesv‘/y so much better than them,” Madison
said, f/iplping her hair.

Emma smiled. | know."

Inside, she felt a small Ibinch of gui/?t.
But she ignorea/ it.

She had a P/am.
And Ip/oms needed Ipa*ience.



Later that c/ay, a’uring drama club rehearsal Madison stood

IDI"OM&”_(/ on s*age.
"A/r/gH everyone, /€7LlS S7L0IV'7L 'FI"OVH Scene One/" 7%)6 *eacher

said.

Loe stood at the back, ho/ding her scrilmt cluief/y.
A tree.

Still a tree
Tia Whislgerea/, This is so unfair.’

/vy nodded. "Some*hing has fo change."
Loe didn't say any*hing.
But her eyes said every%ing.

Emma watched from the side.

She saw Zoe
Quiet Hurt Trying fo s*ay s*rong.

FOI" a secona/... EVVWV)OI 0I/VVIOS7L S7L€IDP66/ 'I[.OFWOIFGI.

A/VV)OS?L.
B(NL *hen she s*oppea/ herse/f.
Not yet



Madison, more expression!” the teacher called out
Madison tried
But it wasn't working
Her acting felt forced
Unnatural
Even the class noticed
A few students whispered
Emma noticed too.

And that's when she knew...
The Ip/am was wor/eing.

After rehearsal Madison Ipu//ea/ Emma aside.
You see that?" she said. | fofa//y nailed it
Emma nodded s/ow/y.

Yeah... *o*a//y," she said,
But her eyes said some*hing else.

Later, Emma walked past Zoe.

FOI’ a VV)OVV)@VHL...



She slowed down.
Zoe looked up.
Their eyes met.
Just for a second
Emma quickly looked away and kept walking.
Zoe felt that same strange feeling again
Something wasn't right.

That evening, Emma sat alone in her room.

She looked at her phone
At a note she had written
Step I Gain Madison's trust \/
Step 2: Watch closely
Step 3: Expose the fruth’
Emma took a deep breath
This has to work,” she whispered

The H6X7L day...
EV@I’y*hiﬂg seemea/ VJOFVVWI/.

TOO V)OFVVJOI/.

Madison was /aughing louder than ever.



Emma stood beside her
And Zoe watched from a distance.

MV)OIWOH"@...

That the game had already begun



The truth comes out



Everything felt normal
Too normal
Madison laughed loudly in the hallway, surrounded by
students.
Emma stood beside her, smiling, talking, acting like everything

was perfecf.

And Zoe watched from a distance.
Someﬂving still didn't feel rig}nt.

O/eay this is geHing weird, Tia said "Emma is ac*ing
comp/e*e/g different.”
/vy nodded "Yeah... but | feel like some*hing Is going on.

Loe s*ayea/ quief

| don't know,” she said soﬁ/y. 1 jusf... don't understand why
she would do this."

Later that a/ay, aluring drama club rehearsal the teacher
c/a/olnea/ lou /y.
"Everyone./ We are going fo do a full Performance Prac*ice

*00/0]_(1, ' she GHHOMHCQCI.



Madison stepped forward confidently
This is going to be easy,” she whispered fo Emma
Emma Jus* smiled
The scene began.
Madison started acting
But once again...
Something felt off.
Her expressions didnt match

Her voice didn't carry emotion.

She forgot a line.

Then another.
Students started whispering
The teacher frowned,
Madison... stop,” she said

Madison froze.
This is not wor/eing," the tfeacher continued You're not

connecﬁng with the character.

Madison's face turned red
|—I can fry again," she said quic/e/y.



From the side, Emma watched everything
Carefully
Calmly
Exactly as planned

Sua/a/en@, Emma s*e/olpec/ forward
"Miss, can | say some*hing?" she asked.
The room went oluief

Madison turned surlprisea’.

‘o ahead” the feacher said
Emma ook a deep breath
' think... the roles were not given fair/y," she said
The room filled with whispers
Madison's eyes widened

What are you talking about?” she snapped
Emma looked s*raigh* ahead,

Loe deserved the lead role,” she said clearly

Silence.

Loe's heart started [oea*ing fast



‘Emma...?" she Whislpereo/.

Emma continued
Tve been watching everything” she said “And | also heard
somefhing..."
Madison took a sfe/o back.
‘Stop." she said quickly
But Emma didn't
T heard that the role was changed unfairly” Emma said

T/';e feacher's exlpression became serious.

Is this true?” she asked.

Madison loamic/eea’.
‘Nol She's /ying./" she shouted
But her voice shook.

| couldn't bear seeing innocent gir/s like Zoe ge* bullied on

Madison

EWWYMI *urmea’ 7LO ZOQ.
/'/er eyes soﬁenea’.



T'm sorry," she said quie*/y. 1 had fo Ipre*eno/... fo ge* the

bruth.
Zoe stood there, shocked

Every*hing started ma/eing sense.

Tia gasped. ‘Wait... this was all a /o/an?./ '
/vy smiled s//gH/y T knew someﬂ)ing was off.

The *eacher CI"OSSQOI her armes.

‘Madison, we will look into this immedia*e/y," she said ‘HI“VH/_L].
Madison had no words.

Loe looked at Emma.
You... didn't betray us?” she asked softly
Emma shook her head
‘Never.”
For the first time in days...
Loe smiled

Aﬂd’ across +h€ roomsa...



Madison realized something
She hadn't been winning the game.
She had been losing it all along
© The rehearsal begins
Places everyonel” the teacher called out
The lights turned on

The s+age came alive.

Madison s*eplpea’ forward,

She started her lines.
Confident
Loud.
Perfect... on the outside.

But some%ing was wrong.

A gain.

Her voice didn't feel real

Her emotions didn't connect

[+ was like she was ac*ing...

Instead of fee/ing.



Whispers started
Students looked at each other
Even the teacher frowned.

Bac/esfage, Tia crossed her arms.

‘She's {orcing it" she whisperec/.

/vy nodded "Yeah... it doesn't feel natural’

Loe watched si/en*/y.
Her eyes focused

Her mind calm.

Then...
The teacher raised her hand
"Sv‘olp. '

Silence.

‘Madison,” she said, this isn't Wor/eing. '
Madison froze.
‘What?" she snappeo/. ' did every*hing righf ’



The feacher shook her head
‘No. You said the lines rigﬁn‘. But you didn't feel them.”

The room went oluie*.

EVYWYWI S*@FIDQGI 'FOFWOH’d.

n

‘Miss..." she said gemt/y, can Loe 7Lry?
Everyone turned.

Madison's eyes widened,
"What?!l" she said sharlg/y.

EWH’VWI /oo/eea/ COI/VV).

Just once," she said. Let's see.’

The teacher hesitated...
Then nodded.
"/‘\/righf /oe, come.



ZOQ S*QPIDQGI OVHLO 7%)6 s*age.

Showly,
® uie*/y.

Everyﬂwing felt still

She looked at the scrilml...
Then lowered it

And started
Her voice was soft.
Real
Full of emotion.

She didn't act
She became the character.

The room went silent
No whisloers.

NO movemenf

JMS7L Zoe.



When she finished...

There was a IDOIMS@.

Then—
Applause
Loud
Real

lia jumlned. "THAT'S MY BESTIE!"
/vy smiled Proud/y.

Even the teacher looked imlpressec/.



"That," she said, ‘is what acﬁng looks like."

madison stood frozen,

Emma watched every?%ing.

Calm.
Satistied

The teacher turned.
| think it's clear,” she said.
"The lead role... be/ongs fo Zoe."

The room filled with murmurs.

Loe stood there SHill ,Drocessing. “Thank you Emma’ Zoe said as
the four gir/s did a group hug.
My P/easure,Mao/ison deserved it anywayu,Emma assured /oe



New beginnings



Zoe sat in the hospital waiting room, her hands clasped
tightly fogether.
Her heart was racing. She didn't know what was
happening, and the silence around her made everything feel

even more intense.




JMS')L a 7[2W GIG_L/S 0!90, every?%ing L)OIG’ [oeen COVY)P/Q?LQI_(]

V)OFVY)OI/.

Loe had been siHing in the /i[orary when her /ohone buzzed,

I# was a message from her mom

Zoe... I'm pregnant”
Loe stared at the screen in shock.
This can't be real she thought
Her parents had always said they weren't ready for
another ba[oy. So how could this sua/den/y be halolnening?
Without Wasﬁng a second, Zoe rushed home
Guys, don't prank mel” she said the moment she walked in
1 know Hhis is a joke. You've pranked me beforel
Why would we prank you?" Olia said, raising an eyebrow
| mean... I'm your older sister, and now you're going fo be
‘an older sister oo, Oliia added proudly

"Oh rea//y? Eea//y?" Andre J'um’pec/ n dramafica//y. "And by
the way, I'm Olivia's twin brother.”






Olivia turned 1o him. "Bro... why are you in*errupﬁng me?
Andre shruggea/. ‘Well everyone was *a//eing, so | H)ougH I'd
join. '

Olivia rolled her eyes.

Meanwhile, Zoe stood there, frozen.
Her hands began o shake
Her heart s/eiloloea’ a beat

She was... going fo be a big sister.

Violet said

Why did you not tell me’
Loe said in a/isa/olpoin*menf

‘we found ou*jus* now’

Suddenly,

all the confusion turned info excitement

Loe ran forward and huggec/ her mom *igh*ly.



T'm going fo be a big sister!” she said almost Jumlping.
She couldn't wait to tell her friends.

Later that week, Zoe was re/axing and reao/ing her
favorite book when her dad walked in.

"/'/ey Loe," he said gemtly. "Would you like a baby

sister or a /oa/oy brother?"
Loe blinked in surlnrise.

At first she wanted a ba[oy sister—she had a/ways
dreamed of it

But then she #hought again
We already have so many girls at home... maybe a
boy would be fun
T want a baby brother,” she said finally
Her dad smiled, noticing how #houghtully she had

OIVISWQI"@G/.






A few months later, the news came.
They were having a baby boy
Zoe jumped around in excitement.
Olivia laughed. “Kids.... when will you grow up?”
Tm not a kidl" Zoe protested I'm a teen. And ['m going to be

an older sister!’

Oh please.
Olivia /aughec/.
Tm 1 I'm way older than you."
You're O}’)/i./ three years older!
Loe arguea/.

‘What's the difference?”
Andre smirked
You better watch what you say. Zoe's smarter than you
0//VIOI '
Olivia immediately chased him around the house, and everyone

burst out /aughing.



The next a’ay at school
Loe couldn't hold the news in.

She ran to find her friends—1Tia, /vy, Emma, and Liam.

| have some%ing fo fell you./"

she said exchleo//y.

When she *O/d 7%2}’)’),
H)ey 0I// cheerea/.

"Oh my gosh/"
Tia said "Give me your ba/oy brother—I'm *a/eing him on a

ro//er coas*er./“

"What?l"

Zoe /aughec/.

He's not even born yetl’
Everyone burst out laughing
and Tia turned red like a fomato.
(like always)

[o celebrate,

ZOQ bOMgh* everyone ice cream.



Soon after, Zoe's family decided o throw a party
Zoe invited lvy, Tia, Emma, and Liam
At first, Emma couldn't come—Abut since her mom and Zoe's
mom had suddenly become close friends, Emma ended up
coming too.
The party was fun...

Until an unexpec*ea/ gues* showed up.
Madison.

Everyone knew she wasnt invited
But she walked in like she belonged there—smiling sweefly,
pretending nothing was wrong
Liam stepped forward "Why are you here? You weren't
invited. That's rude.”
Madison smirked and pulled out an invitation card
Everyone froze
Zoe's eyes widened

She never gave Madison an invitation.

Then she realised
Madison had stolen it from her locker.



"Madison," ZO@ saia/ firm/y, 'you're HO?L SUIDPOSQGJ 7L0 be here.

P/ease /€0IV€. '

Olvia immediately stood beside Zoe
Andre fried fo make a joke, but Olivia stepped on his foof,
making him stay quiet.
Madison stood there, embarrassed and humiliated
She had a plan...
But she didn't act on it.
Not yet. She turned and left

A 7[€W VVJOVH%S /mter,

the baby was born
He was finy, chubby, and absolutely adorable
He had the most beautiful mint-green eyes and soft golden-
brown hair.
Even though Zoe had blue eyes and Olvia and Andre had
brown eyes, the baby had green eyes—jus* like their gremt-
great-great-great-grandfather (or at least, that's the fur

fami/y my#; H)ey believed).
They named him Lucas.






Loe /aughea’. "That's such a Texas name!l”
Shejo/eea/ that *hey should have Ipic/eeo/ a French name foo—
but she loved it anyway.

Zoe /0V€d LMCOIS more 7%)0”’) any?%ing.

one evening
Loe took baby Lucas who was a *ieny bit older now out in a
stroller with her friends
Everyﬂ)ing felt Ipeacefu/.

But someone was wa*ching.

Madison.

While Zoe wasn't /oo/eing, Madison oluie*/y fook Lucas out of

the stroller.
Tl Jus7t borrow him for a second, she Whislyerea/. Just fo

Scare Zoe. '

But the moment she held him...
She gmt distracted

“AWW... he's SO cm‘e..."

Lucas stared at her with his blg green eyes...



Almost like he knew what was happening
Then—
Something unexpected happened
Madison froze.

Wait... what—"21I"
Lucas had Ipeea’ on her.

2 2 s P e o
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EWWWI" she shrieked
Panicking, she quic/e/y PWL Lucas back in the stroller and ran

OIWOIH.
Everyone *urnea/ 7L0 /OO/Q 0I7L her.

FI“OVY) 7[0”' away...

It looked like she had... peed her pants

/vg noticed first and called everyone over.
Loe and her friends burst out /aughing.
it looks like ba[o_(/ lucas forgo* fo wear a a/ilber

"We ShOM/&lIVQ goHen some more a/ilpers./"

Zoe laughed

'OR EVEN BETTER"

Tia said
‘A CAMERA!"
It was the funniest moment ever.
All thanks to Lucas.
Lucas wasn't just a baby
He was a new beginning in Zoe's life

And she loved him more than anyﬂ)ing.



Big sister duties



Loe stared at Lucas.
Lucas stared back
Blink.

Blink.

O/Qay /oe said s/ow/y. ‘So this is my resloonsibi/i*y now?
Lucas blinked again.

I+ was Zoe's first official a/ay as a blg sister in charge.

/‘/er mom haa’jus* saia’, "ZOQ, can _LjOM WG?LCh LMCOIS 'FOI’ a //H/e

while?”
And now...

Loe was /aanic/eing inside.

"Don't worry,“ Olivia said, /eaming againmt the wall [+ easy. "

Yeah,” Andre added. "All you have to do is not a/rolp him.”
Loe turned shar/a/y. '‘NOT DROP HIM?!"

Andre grinnec/. ‘Relax. ['m /e/a’a’/ng
Olivia smacked him. "You're not he/ping. '

Loe carefu//y Inic/eea/ Lucas up.



Very carefu//y.
Like he was made of g/ass.
‘Hi..." she whislperea/. T'm your sister. Please don't cry. '

Lucas smiled
A *iny, adorable smile.
Loe gasped "'OH MY GOSH HE SMILED AT ME"
Five seconds later—

Lucas started crying.
LOUDLY.

"WHAT DID | DO?!I" Zoe Pomic/eec/.
Olivia sighea’. 'Did you check if he's hungry?"
Loe froze.

"...How do | check that?"
Andre burst out /aughing.

A few minutes later...
Zoe was trying fo feed Lucas.
Okay... open your mouth... please?” she said
Lucas just stared at her.



Then—
SPIAT-3%
Lucas started spitting the food
It went everywhere
On Zoe
On Lucas.
On +he floor.

L



Loe blinked s/ow/y.
1 think... | did some*hing wrong."

From the corner. Qlivia was /aughing.

Andre was /ifera//y on the floor.
YOu GUYS ARE SUPPOSED T0 HELP ME!" Zoe shouted

After cleaning up, Zoe tried something else.
‘Okay,” she said confidently. ‘Babies like music, right?”
She played a song and gently rocked Lucas.
Left
Right
Left
Right

Lucas s*oplpea’ crying.
Loe froze
1+ worked" she whisperea/.



Lucas smiled again.
Loe smiled back
"This is eas_tj," she said Proua//y.

Suddenly—
Lucas sneezed
Right
On.

Her.
Face.

Loe stood there, frozen.
Andre burst out /aughing.

Olivia turned away, frying not fo /augh
"...| fake it back" Zoe said s/ow/y.

Lmter 7%)0!7[ aﬁernoon...
ZO€ alecia/ea/ 7L0 fa/ee LMC&IS on a "[UQOICQ‘I[M/ WOI//Q."

Big mistake.



At first, every#»ing was calm.
The sun was shining
The /oreeze was SO‘F?L.

Loe Pushea/ the stroller prou /y.
Tve gm‘ this," she said

Then—
Lucas threw his %oy out of the stroller.
"0/«0:3... that's fine," Zoe said, /oic/eing it up.

Two seconds later—

He threw it again.

Lucas,” Zoe said serious/y, ‘we need to talk about this
behavior.”

A /aa’y Wa//eing by /aughea’.
Loe sighea/. This is going fo be a /ong a’ay. '

A 'FQW s*elps /mter—

Lucas started crying again.
Louder than before.



Okay, okay, okay—what do you want?!" Zoe panicked
She fried everything
Eoc/eing.
Talking
Singing
Noﬁ)ing worked

Peop/e started /oo/eing.

Loe took a c/ee'u breath.
"Think, Zoe. Think"

Then she remembered some?%ing.
'Peek-a-boo?" she said nervous/y.
She covered her face...

Then uncovered it

‘Peek-a—"

Lucas gigg/ea/.
Loe froze.

"...Did /J'us7t win?
She tried again. "Peek-a-boo!l”






Lucas /aughed louder.
Loe smiled
O/Qay ['m /earning.“

By the time Zoe go* home...
She looked exhausted.
Hair messy.

Shirt stained.
Energy = zero.

She GII'O/DIDQGI OVHLO *he COMCh

T am never having kids,” she said a/mmafica//_tj.

Lucas gigg/ea/.

Loe looked at him.
Eea//y looked at him.
He was finy
Cufte.
Comp/e*e/y chaotic.
But also...

Kind of amazing.



Loe smiled soH/y.
O/Qay may/oe Jusf one kid." she said

Lucas reached out and 9mb[oec/ her ﬁnger.
Loe froze.
Then smiled even more.

"A/rigH," she whisloereo/.
'l guess ['m officia//y your blg sister now.

From across the room, Qlivia smiled Andre nodded.

But jus* then—

Zoe's phone buzzed
She Ivic/eea’ it up. A message.
Unknown number. She oloenea/ it.
Enjog your h“FPﬂ moments while H)ey last.”
Loe's smile s/ow/y faded.
From across the street...

Someone stood wa*ching the house.
Madison. She smirked,



Paris adventures



The fami/y had some big news.
No*]us* 'let's go out kind of news.
Not even ‘let's homg out news.
This was /oigger.

They were going out of the coum‘ry.

TO FFOIHC@.

Lucas's first 7Lrilp outside the cify...
Was 1o Paris.

Loe couldn't believe it
She was excited about three H)ings.

First she was excited fo tell her friends.
Second, she was excited that Lucas's very first 7Lrilp was to

Paris.

And third...
The f//gh?t food

"O/eay, | know that sounds weird” Zoe /aughea/, but [ love
airlnlane food!’



When Zoe told her friends, they were all excited
That's so cooll" luy said
You better come back” Tia added dramatically
And don't just stay there forever and forget usl” she teased
They all burst out laughing

BU?L ﬂ)en EVVWY)OI spo/ee.
"COIV] / see LMCOIS one /0IS7L 7Lime?" she as/eea/ SOny ")/ou‘re

going for four weeks. I'm going fo miss his cute face.’

Loe smiled

"07( course. Come over /m‘er. We're /eaving 'lLOVYlOI‘TOW. '

That evening, the girls came over
They all gathered around Lucas.
Tia made funny faces.
lvy gently held his tiny hand
Emma quietly smiled at him



After a while, H)ey said gooc//oye.
‘Have fun,” Emma said.

T will” Zoe repled

Later, Zoe told Liam.
Liam smiled, but someHwing felt off.

He wasn't worried about Zoe.
He was worried about Lucas.
Lucas a/ways liked Liam.

/'/e /aughea/ whenever LIOIVY) was 0IFOMV)0’.

Liam couldnt shake the feeling
The mys*erious person...
I had something to do with Lucas
He knew it
But he didn't say anything

The next a’ay, Loe and her fami/_tj went fo the airloorf
/oe was excited,

AHG’ nervous.



Lucas had no idea what was halppening.
For him, it was jus7t another ouﬁng.

I+ was his first proper car ride.

And then...
His first f//gﬁnt

When the F/ane started moving—
Lucas started crying.

s o/eay," Loe's mom said gem‘/y. Lucas, look outside.”

Lucas s/ow/y sfolplpec/ crying.

He looked out the window.
In his a/reamy green eyes...

yOM COM/C/ See *he ref/ec*ion 07[ Texas b@/OW.

His exlpression chomgec/.

FFOVY) 7[20”'...






TO WOH&I@I’Z

He smiled

Loe couldn't handle his cuteness.
You cute, adorable litHle Hwing," she /aughea/, /oic/eing him up.

Her mom smiled, wa*ching her.

She /ovea/ hOW ZO@ 7L00/€ care 07[ LMCOIS.

Later...
They landed in France.

But not exac*/-tj in Paris.
So fhey had to take another 7[//9%7[

This time, Lucas didn't s/eep.
He had a/reaa’y s/e/mL foo much.

Olivia sat next fo Lucas, reaa’ing her favorite magazine.
Lucas /eelmt snontching it
She /eelmt Ipu//ing it back, not rea/izing it was him at first



Fina//y, she said "/'/ey, give it back—"
Then she saw his face.

Oh... it's you," she whisperea/.

She decided +o act
"Oh no, | can't reach it." she lnre*ena/ea/.



Lucas watched her carefu//y.
Then he lifted his hand up fo give it back.

Their mom smiled

"Tha+'8 So CM7L2. '

Olivia Pre*ena’ea’ fo cry. "Waa... waa...”
Lucas must have felt bad, because he stretched his hand out
with the magazine.

Olivia /aughea’. 'No, no, | was Jus* /eio/ding. You can have it

Lucas didn't understand,

So he just dropped it
Andre laughed. "He must ve gotten annoyed with your voice.”
Olivia punched him
He punched her back

Their mom gave them a look

They both went silent.



After a few minufes...

They fina//y landed in Paris.

Loe had the most marvelous fime in Paris.

She met her best friend, Alenta, and Qlivia's best friend
Alinta,

A/I.VHLOI 0”’70/ A/QVHLOI were sis%ers.

They came to loic/e them up with their ,mren*s.
The moment *hey met—
Everyﬂwing became excifing.

Loe had Jus* sfe/olnea’ info her room when she fold her mom
that she was going out with Alenta.
But you‘/'us* came o the room—

"ThOIH/QS mom. '

Loe and Alenta went shoplping like crazy.
While Olivia and Alinta went on walks and casual shoplping.

Bbﬁt OI// 'FOW’ 07[ #;em wemt 7L0 *heme IDOII’/QS *oge#)er.
The‘lj /OV@C/ ro//er coas*ers.



Alinta and Alenta were the nicest sisters.

They fougH sometimes—

But not like Olivia and Andre.
*hey wanted have the time of their lives.
One evening, Loe and Alenta took Lucas 1o the mall
They Imnt him in the stroller and looked at a beautiful dress.
s so prettyl’

"But o0 expensive..,




Suddenly—
Lucas tried fo crawl out of the stroller

An old woman gaspeo/.
"Oh my/ What is this cute little Hwing aloing here? Where is
his mother? s she irreslponsib/e?"

/oe was surlprisea/

"Anm%er /oa/oy?./"

She was J'us* about to introduce Lucas and tell her that there
was another cutfe baby, but then she took another g/amce.

Lucas wasn't in the stroller anymore.
Then she looked again.
Wait...
That was Lucas, crawling, the bits knew he didn't really know

hOW 7LO CFOIW/

She oluic/e/y gmbbea/ him.
Oh no, he's not a little ba[ay | mean he is... but he's...

Ums... 0/ elreee hejus* IOO/QS SVVWI//..." she saic/ aw/ewaro//y.



The old woman looked confused.
1... kind of believe you," she said and walked away.

L ucas sua’o/en/y said, “Goo-goo./ '
The old woman sighea’. "Oh my gosh... | better go. '

Alenta laughed
Your brother rea//_(j knows what he's doing. He's fr_(jing fo

make you fired!”

Loe smiled
She loved Alenta.

Loe teased, "Why don't you come fo Texas sometime?"

/\/emta 7[I’OZ€.
"Wahl... Wha?t CIO yOM VY)QUIH? /SV)'7L 7%/8 your hOVV)Q?LOWVI? Are

you s*aying there forever?”

Loe Quic/e/y said. 'No, nol | Jus* want you fo meet my friends.”



Alenta smiled. Oleay let's

go for ice cream.

Just handed Zoe the ice k-
cream.
Lucas Fried 4o grab the
Ice cream.
"Bonjour./ " the man said

"What is this litle one
doing?"

The man smiled "Let him ery’oy. Kids should have fun.”
Loe gmbbea/ Lucas. "Thank you, bye./"

) a'am./" 7%)6 man ca//ea/. Zoe *urnea/. "yes.?"

You didn't pay. '



ZOQ 7Lurne0/ rea/.

She cluic/e/y gave him some money.
"Keelp the chomge./ '

‘Ma'am... this isn't enough "

Loe checked her Pocke*s.
/\/oﬂ)ing.

Alenta s*elplpeo/ in and Ipaia/ the rest.
You didn't have to," Zoe said

Alenta smiled. "That's what friends are for."

Unless you wanna end up, probably doing work and think of
the rest, [ m fine with anything!
The gir/s gigg/ed
They had an amazing time.



At the airlnorf, it was fime fo leave.

"Mayloe yOM can come 7L0 Texas SOVY)€7LI.VY)6," ZO@ SOI/GI.

"OFf course,” Alenta rep/ieo/.

They huggec/ ﬁgh?t/y.
Olivia and Alinta did their handshake and huggec/ foo.

Their f)aremLs thanked Alenta and her fami/y.
They boarded the plane

The f/iglnt was %uief
No one talked

LMCOIS *riea/ 7L0 cheer Hvem MID.
"GOO-gOO./"

Their mom smiled

ucas s*oplvec/, no*icing the silence.



Then he looked out the window.

Back home...
Everyﬂving felt normal again.

The mys*er/’ous person s*olnlgea/ *exfing.

Loe video-called Alenta and introduced her +o her friends.

Later that evening...
Lucas said his first word

They were all siHing *ogeﬂver.
Drin/eing hot cocoa.

Lucas sua/a/en/y said—
"B-/o..bory'...our. '

Everyone froze.






"How did he learn that?" their mom asked

Loe /aughea/.
‘Well his name may be Texan... but at least his first word is

French NOW We're even."

Everyone /aughec/.

Bbﬂt %en—
Zoe's Iphone bMZZ@d.

A message.

You are /uc/ey this time. | couldn't do any?%ing. But watch
yourse/f. '

Loe's smile faded

The mys*er/’ous note...

Was back



)

L 3

prom night



Prom NigH

The school hall was filled with students.
Everyone was s*aring. At Zoe.

She walked fo the assembly for one last goodbye speech by
her feacher.
Proud Happy, Glamorous
Everyone cheered for her as she walked side by side with
Liam
Her friends were rigH there behind her, having her back like
they did from the start




Her eyes filled with slpar/e/es.

A few days earlier...
The school had announced some*hing shoc/eing.

IDFOVV).

Everyone was surlurisec/.
I+ had been years since the last prom.

Ever since the ultimate disaster...

No one rea//y talked about it
But still—

E veryone was excited.

The school buzzed with energy
Hey, do you want 4o go fo prom fogether?”
"Who are you going with?"
Did you get a date yet?
Questions were everywhere.

Loe, Emma, Tia, and /vy didn't have dates.
So *hey made a Iv/om.



We'll go together,” Tia said
Girls' night,” oy agreed
Zoe smiled
Perfect

But H)ings didn't s*ay that way.

One a/ag, a cute boy walked up fo Emma.
"/'/ey... you're the new gir/, rigﬁnt?"

Emma nodded "Yeah."
He smiled. Do you maybe want o go fo prom with me?”

Emma hesitated
"There are a/reaa’y so many /ooys Waifing," Tia whisloerea/

jo/eing/y.
Emma shook her head /lgh?t/y "No... I'm going with my
friends.”

But suddenly—

Tia s*eplpea/ n.
'No, no, we don't mind She's free,” she said with a grin.






Emma turned to her.
She noticed Tia's smirk.

Some%hing about it made her pause.

"Um... sure,” Emma said s/ow/y. Tl come.”

Just like that...
The Ip/am chomgec/.

Now it W@S]MS?L Loe, Tia, and /vy going *ogeﬂ;er.

Loe felt something shift

She had actually wanted to go with Liam
But at the same time...

She didn't want o leave her best friends.

So she made a choice.
"May/oe it's better this way," she fold herself.
Tl go with my friends.”



But a/eep inside...

She W0ISV)'7L COVHP/@?LQ/ sure.

One evening after school...

Zoe was packing up fo leave

Suddenly, Liam walked over
"/'/ey, Loe... do you want to work on the Pr?/'eml our teacher
gave us?" he asked. She said we can pick partners... unless

yOM a/reaa/g have one. '

Loe oluic/e/y shook her head.

'No, no, | don't have a ,Damtner. | was ac*ua//y P/anning fo do it
alone. /vy and Tia are a/reaa/y 7Loge7%er, and Emma wanted o
work alone. The feacher said on/y fwo ,Deolr)/e per group, so
yeah... | was J'us* going fo do it myself. But it's *o*a//y fine

—Wwe can WOF/Q *ogeH)er," she exlo/ained.

Liam smiled

/'/e /00/?26/ halnloy



They sat in the /ibmry
%oge%her.
Ta//eing.
Laughing.
Blushing as the sweet
moment lasted what felt like

fOF@V@F

Unil suc/a/en/y...
[+ became aluief

AW/QWOH’GI.

Then Liam broke the silence. 22 _
.'/-/ey... um, Zoe... 0{0 yow

maybe want o hamg out at
prom? If that's o/eay," he said
shy/y /o/ushing.



Loe froze.
Her face turned red like a fomato.
Her smile faded for a second
Then—

Sure... yeah that's cool” she said %uicle/y.

Liam smiled

"sweef '

JMS7L 7%2}’), H)e be// mng.
The second bell

Time fo leave.

They both stood up oluick/y
Liam was genuine/y nice and Zoe could not say no fo him

and then H)ey said their gooa/byes and left

On her way home, Zoe /eelmt H)in/eing.
‘What did you do, Loe?" she whisperec/ fo herself. You messed
H)ings up, didn 't you?"



Later that day, she called Tia and /vy over.
She wanted fo fell them every*hing.

When H;ey arrived, H»eg were excited,
T'm so halp’py we re going *ogeﬂwer./" Tia said

Yeah, it wouldve been so weird if one of us went with a boy,"

vy added
T'm g/ac/ it's jus* the three of us.”

Loe felt her heart a/rolp.
She s*ayea/ oluief

"Well?" Tia asked "What did you want to fell us?”

Loe hesitated

Then oluic/e/y said Um... about dresses. We need +o go
shoP/oing, rigH?"

The mood changec/ ins*anﬁy.
Yes!" Tia shouted

Lef's gol



Loe's mom gave her a bua/gef
Don't ge* anyﬂﬂng foo exlpensive," she said. You're using your
looc/emt money. '

Loe /aughec/. "Wait... you fook my looc/eef money?"

Her mom smiled

Later, she arrived at the mall
Tia and /vy were a/reaa/y there.

They walked into the best store ever.
I+ was filled with beautitul prom dresses.

As ﬂ)ey were /ooking around. Tia sua/a/en/y whisperea/, "/'/ey... /

think someone weird is behind us.

They turned s/lghﬁy
Madison's friend was slpying on them






The gir/ oluic/e/y walked away.

They ignored it and continued

Zoe tried a pink and blue dress.
It didn't suit her.
Tia tried it.
vy fried it
SHill no.

Then Zoe tried a Ipurlp/e dress.
lia tried blue.
/vy tried Iuin/e.

Some*hing still felt off.

Then—

Loe tried a green dress.

/7L was e/egamt.
LOV)g.



Beautitul

The PreHies* dress fhey had ever seen.

Loe's eyes it up.
T love this."

EV@H beHer—

[+ was 807 off.
And it was the last alay.

She was so haplpy

Tia found a cute Iour/o/e dress.
Shorter, but sfy/ish

/vy looked like a Princess in hers.






Loe looked like a queen.
/vy looked like a lorincess.
Tia looked like a Princess's a/augh*er.

They all burst out /aughing.

Lmler, 0I7L home. oo

Zoe ShOW@G/ her mom 7Lh€ alress.

Her mom smiled

"You look so e/egamt,“ she said
Then she showed her another dress.

I+ looked almost the same...
But with a French fouch.

Even more beautiful






‘Mom... did you also go fo Prom?" Loe asked.
Her mom smiled.

"07[ course. ThOI?L'S where / me* _(jOMI’ GIOICI'S 7Lrue CO/OMFS, /

a/ways H)ougﬁnt he was a J'er/e"
Loe /aughea’.

Later that evening...

They were all having ice cream.

Zoe sua/a/en/y s*oplped.
She s*arec/ 0I7L LMCOIS.

I+'s been a while since he did someﬂwing funny," she said
softly

Lucas blinked.

Everyone /augheal.



The ultimate
disaster



The ﬂ@X?L few alays 7[6/% s*ramge.
Cold

Chilly
Exci*ing... but also fense.

)/ou COM/GI 7[66/ I7L everywhere.
In the halls.
/ﬂ 7%e C/GSSFOOVV)S.

/V) 7%76 Wa_(j F@O/_?/e *a//eea/
There were OVI/H five a/ays /67[7L MV)?Li/ IDI"OVY).

Everyone was nervous.
Still figuring things out
Still wondering...
Would the ultimate disaster happen again?

Loe couldn't sfolp 7Lhin/eing.
About Liam.
About her friends.

About every*hing.



| don't know if Hweyl// understand... she kughf
What if 7%ey don'+?

She shook her head

No... my friends aren't like that
vy would understand
Tia would understand

Liam would understand

Emma WOM/GI Mﬂd@FS*OIHGJ... WOM/dHHL she?

"There's still five c/a_tjs left” she Whislperecl.
But she /eelmt worrying.

Her mom #ried to cheer her up.
She /oroug}n[ her favorite ice cream.

'Here," her mom smiled. "This will make Yyou feel better”

Loe shook her head.
‘No... it's foo cold”



Even Hwough it wasn't.

Her dad noticed.
He #ried o Jo/ee about it

But Zoe's mom gave him a look.

/'/e S*OP’DQCI.

The house felt Quief
Strange.

Later that c/ag...
Loe decided
She had to tell Liam.

She WeVHL 7LO H)e bench behma’ 7%)8 9_(/”’) ha//
The IDIOICQ Where 7%6‘9 'FI'FS?L mef

Liam was a/reaa/y there,

Wai*ing.

Zoe wa//eea’ c/oser.



Her heart was racing.

Say it. she told herself.
Just say it.

But she couldn't.

She 'FFOZ@...

TMI"V)@GI OIFOMHGI...

AV)GI ran OIWOIH.

Liam waited

He didn't see her

At first he HmugH it was a Inmnk.
But someﬂwing felt off.

/‘/e *ex*eo/i
Nice Iorom/e, Loe.



BU?L a/eelb CIOWV). oo

He was a little worried,

Every*hing felt s*ramge.

Later that day...

All five of them sat on the stairs.
Loe, Tia, /vy Emma, and Liam

They were /aughing.
Ta//eing.

Then sua/a/en/y—

Tia said, "Oh my gosh... what if the ultimate disaster halvpens
again.?"

/Vy ShOO/Q her heac/.
“T})Oﬁt WOH,7L hOIIDIDeH. '

Zoe 0”’10/ EVVWY!OI /00/?60’ COVH[MSQCI.



"What?" Zoe asked "What is the ultimate disaster?”
lia gaspea’.
You don't know?!"

She /aughec/ /OU /.lj
TOO /OM ly

Then she 7Lurneo/ reo/.

/vy sighea’.
"They're new. How would Hwey know?"

Liam nodded.
"Technica//y... it's about a gir/ named Arka.”

Loe listened carefu//y.

"Arka was the most Ipolou/ar gir/," Liam said,

"She was Madison's twin sister.”

Zoe 'FFOWV)@CJ.



"Twin sister? Then where is she now?"
Liam paused
On prom night... she was supposed to win Prom Queen.”
‘Madison didn't like that"
She got angry
‘She fore Arka's dress.”
She humiliated her in front of everyone.”
"That prom... was the last one.”

EVHVY)OI frownea/.

"That's it? That's Why it's called the ultimate disaster?”

Tia shook her head
'No. That's not how | experiencea/ it



Liam looked confused
"What?"

Tia leaned forward




4 happeneo/ before the results were announced.
‘Madison went bac/es*age because she H)ougH she would win."

“Bbﬁt when 7%2}] OIHHOMHCQGJ PFOVV! @ueen..."

"/7L was AF/QOI. '

Madison was shocked.
Humiliated

"So she changeo/ the results,” Tia said.
"She accused Arka of chea*ing."

Loe's eyes widened,

/ vy continued.
Arka had proof”

'Her friend recorded everyﬂ)ing. '



"She was about fo show it..."
‘But Madison gm/obea’ the Iphone. '
"And broke it."

Silence fell

"And then, /vy said oluieHy,
‘She fore her dress.”




"That dress was the most exlr)ensive one, lia added

Emma whispered, "That's horrible...’
But it didn't stop there,” Liam said
‘A video came out later.”

‘But it was fake."

‘An Al video."

It made Arka look bad
Loe felt a chill

'No one believed her.” Liam said.
‘No one talked about it again. '

"Ana/ AI"/QG?“ ZO€ as/eea/ SO{HH.



Tia sighea/.
"Peolp/e say she ran away."

But the #ruth is worse.”
Her parents blamed her
They sent her away

To a boarding school”

"The WOFS7L one. '

Tn the coum‘rysio/e. '

ZO@ SOHL H)ere, SL)OC/QQOI.

Then suc/c/en/y she said—
"Oh my gosh... /oeing Madison's fwin must have been so hard.”



She shook her head
"At least she doesn't have o deal with Madison anymore. '

Everyone /aughec/.
The mood lifted again.

But inside...
Loe was still *hin/eing.

She hadn't told them.

And she didn't



Prom night chaos

N\

o )



I+ was the final nigh* before prom.
Fria/ay.

Prom would start on Sa*ura/ay at 6:30 PM
And end mL /230 AM

But rigH now...
I+ was Fria’ay.

ZO@ was nervous.

She still hadn't fold her friends.
She didn't know what to do.

Every secona’ 7(2/7L heavy.
Every H)ougH feH WI’OVlg.

Maybe / shou/a"ve fo/o/ %em ear/ier, she 7%0(4\7‘)*
/\/faybe 7%0!* WO(A/GI'VQ Ioeen [oeHer...

BU?L HOW?



It felt foo late.

She was SCOIF@O/.

But at the same fime...
Excited

AHG’ nervous.

/7L was her firs* IDFOVVI.

Wel...
Not exactly

She had experienced something like a prom before.
At least, that's what she believed
It wasn't officially called a prom
The school said they were oo young.

But Zoe *houg}n[—
If it felt like a prom...
Then it WAS a prom.

And it had been fun.



She had met her friends.
They had laughed

Cione for ice cream.

Had a gremt fime.

BU?L NoW...

Every*hing felt different

Loe didn't understand why she was a’oing this fo herself.
She could've jusf been normal

She could've told her friends the truth

Bbﬂl NoOW...

It was too late.

They were a/reao/y excited
A/reac/y *a//eing about going 7Loge7%er.

May[oe if | fold them earlier...
They would ve understood



But now?
Way 7L00 /onte.

And Liam...

She should ve told him that a’a_(j.
At the bench.
When she had the chance.

But she didn't
She was shy.

Between Liam...
And her best friends.
Tia and /vy.

She didn't know what to do.

Sa*urday.
340 PM



Loe stood in front of the mirror.
Wearing her dress.

Her min*y green dress.
E/egamt.

Mint green.
Perfect

For the first fime...

She s*y/ec/ her hair in a hlgh bun.
[+ had a soft green ribbon wmlopea/ around it
I+ matched her dress loerfec*/y.

She looked...
Beautiful

Tia and /vy were there,
/'/e/lping her ge* ready.

lia looked different foo.
For the first fime, she wore fwo h/gh Fony*ai/s.



Both braided

She looked cute.
/'/er ShOF?L, S'lty/ISh GIFQSS VY)OI')LC})QCJ her Inerfecf/y.

/vy looked like a Frincess.

She wore a beautiful headband.

And for once...
She didn't wear her g/asses.

She wore COV)'ILOIC'lL /enses.






Loe and Tia stared at her.

You look amazing," Loe said
Then /vy and Tia turned to Zoe.

"Oh my gosh... Loe are sure you want to come fo Prom," /vy
said

ZO@ 7["'026.
/‘/er heamt CIFOIDIUQGI.

Then H)ey /aughea/.

You should go fo a castle instead” Tia said

"You look like a /orincess. "

Loe let out a breath.
I+ felt like a huna/rec/—lpouna/ weigH lifted off her chest.

FOF a momen*...



Everyﬂ)ing felt o/eay.

But a/eelu inside...
Some*hing still felt wrong.

The nigH was coming.

And Zoe didn't know Why...
But she felt like some*hing bad migH haplnen.

SHill....
She told herself—

Noﬁwing bad coul rea//y haplpen.

I+ was the nigfnl.
Prom nigH.

Loe was having fun.
The most fun.
Laughing.



Ta//eing.
Smi/ing.

But a’eelp inside...
She didn't know what she was a/oing.

Why am | like this? she Hmugh?t.
Why can T /J'us7L fell my friends?

Her mom agreed to drop Zoe and her friends at the venue.
The place was glowing with lights
Mousic filled the air.
[t was amazing!

The P/OICQ was CFOWCI@CJ.

There was a bar for food and drinks while on the other side

were a bunch of activities like face IpaimL and some contests
(/flp front was a s*age where kids could host activifies.
In the middle was the dance floor Ipac/eec/ with Ipeolp/e.

Liam was coming late.






So Zoe had some time.

She walked around with Tia and /vy.
They laughed
Talked

Ery'oyea’ everyfhing.

‘c'mon[ia called out as she J'oinec/ the dance floor, her [ooa/y
alancing fo the music.

"Whoa'exclaimed Zoe as she moved around to the music.

The music had a hint of pop and DJ beats to it
The gir/s were having the time of their lives.

FOF a VV)OVY)QVJ'IL...

/oe forgmL about everyﬂ)ing.

Until—

She saw Liam.



He was /oo/eing around,

Searching.
For her.

He was about fo slpmt her—
But his friend svlololpea’ him and started *a//eing.

ZO@ Saw her chance.

"/'/ey guys," she said quic/e/y, "these fries are rea//y hot and
oi/y. | should 9o ge* some fissues.

"O/eay, we ll come with you," /vy said

Loe /oamic/eed.

"No, nol You guys go check the menu. [l J’MS?L go cluic/e/y
They shruggea/ and walked away, gigg/ing.

Loe oluic/e/y walked foward Liam.



At first he didn't notice her.
Then—
"Ohl Zoe... it's you," he said. "Sorry, | didn't notice. You look...

PreHy. Beautiful... amazing..."

He Pausea’.
Sv‘aring at her.

Loe blushed
"Well... you look like you Jus* came from an office, she
feased Nice suit.”

Liam looked at himself, ho/a/ing his drink
"Whoa... yeah..." he /augheo/ aw/ewara’/y.

Silence.

Awkward

Theﬂ_
"DO yOM WOIVHL 7L0 GIOIHCQ.?" he as/eea/.



ZO@ 'FFOZQ.

"NO, no, no—yes. Yes. Sure. '
They wa//eea/ 7L0W0H"6/ +h€ 0IOIVIC€ HOOI".

Liam headed toward the ec/ge where it was less crowded.

But Zoe aluic/e/y slgoHea/ Tia and /vy near/oy.

‘Nol Let's go fo the other side,” she said nervous/_(/. s...

warmer.

Liam /augheal.
You're funny. ’

Loe smiled
But inside...
She was Panic/eing.

They danced.
Loe /ee’mL Wa*ching the line where her friends were.






When she saw them geHing closer—
| need o go fo the restroom,” she said cluic/e/y. 1 ate a weird

taco.”

Liam /aughea/. "O/Qay, sure.

Loe rushed to Tia and /v_(j.
"/'/ey./ Did you find tissues?”

fvy held them up
"They were in our hands the whole fime."

Zoe 7[FOZ€.

Then /vy /aughea/.
We're so si//y./ '

They all laughed
Loe's /augh was... different

Then H)ey saw Liam



"/‘/ey, let's go say hil" Tia said
'NOI" Zoe shouted
Too loud.

Liam heard,
He started Wa//eing foward them.

Oh my gosh, look over therel” Zoe said quickly
What?" luy asked
Uh... balloon?" Zoe said
Tia nodded "Veah, it looks like i#'s about o pop.

Should we fix i#?" /vy asked.

Yeah!" Tia said "Zoe, are you coming?"



‘Nol ['ll s*ay here. (o %uic/e/y./"
They /aughea’ and ran off.

Loe rushed back to Liam.

T'm so sorryl | just saw my friends.”
That's okay," Liam said "Where are they—"
Anyway!” Zoe inferrupted. "Let's dance.”
And they did
For what felt like forever.

Until—
The music s*olplpea/.

Madison walked onto the s*age.

She qm[o[oeof the mic.
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"Hey... Loe. Miss Zoe," she said with a smirk.

"COIH yOM come on s*age?"
Zoe 7[?'026.

"Loe from France... bonjour, bonjour," Madison mocked

Loe hesitated
But she walked up.

Madison looked at her.
"Who did you come with?" she asked.

Zoe 'I[I"OZG.

She COMIG'V) '7L answer.

Tia T,u'c/e/y said Us, of coursel

But then—
Liam spo/ee.
‘No. She was with me.”



Silence.

Tia and /vy looked at Zoe.
‘No... she /eeImL ma/eing excuses. She was with us.’

Liam's ex/oression chamgeo/.

"Loe... were you——
Everyﬂ;ing clicked

Tia and /Vy looked hurt.
Loe... how could you?"

Loe Panic/eea’.

She ran.

Behind the s*age.

TQOH"S 7[}//20/ her eyes.



Then—
Madison grab/oec/ Loe's dress.

And fore it.

The most beautiful dress.
Ruined.

Everyone gasped
Not again..." someone whispered
The music stopped
No one danced
The room went silent

Loe ran outside



SOVV)Q loeola/e SOHL.

Some Ipeolp/e whislperec/.
Some felt bad for Zoe.

Outside—
Loe sat on the bench
As the wind blew past her
And the frees whispered

Tears ro//ea’ a’own her 7[0106.




Then she heara/ 7[007LS7L6,US.

Liam.
"What are you a/oing here?" Zoe asked, wiping her tears.

"/‘/.MS%... WOIVHLed 7L0 he/lp /\re HOU O/QOIH?“ he as/eea’ SO?GL/H

Loe shook her head.
'l jus* wish my friends understood...”

Liam sighec/.
T'm sorry. | should ve asked you before... about prom. '

‘No,” Zoe said "[t's not your fault. If's mine. | messed
everyﬂwing up. "

She /00/626/ GIOWVI.

"Coming fo Texas was a mistake.”

Liam looked shocked



Hohey... don't say that”

He said no#;ing then
He gave her the warmest hug

Loe was surprisea/ when she found herself Pushing him away
Liam you don't have fo...be Ipo/hte,"

| don't deserve your kindness,”

"Zoe Swina’/e, / wanna 7L€// HOM 74!0!7[ yOM are one O'I[ 7%e /eina/es*
gir/s /'ve ever /QHOWH on 7%)/8 F/GHQ?L,"

ThOﬂL maa/e ZO@ LWIIDPH, OIHGI she gave h/m a F/d_ljfbf/ SVY)[/@.

Then—
FOO')LS*QIDS.

Tia.

/V_lj.
Zoe /omcea/ herse/f



But instead—
"We're sorry," *hey said

Loe looked up.

"We shouldve asked you," lia said.
"You Inrobalo/y wanted +o go with Liam.”

Zoe quickly said, 'No, | dont—"
Liam blushed
Loe avoided looking at him.
Tm sorry,” Zoe said

They all hugged_

Loe turned to Liam.

T'm sorry. "



He smiled
s o/eay. We're cool”

Then Emma s*elnlneo/ forward
"/fyou quys are done crying..."

Zoe gave her a /00/?.

| have an idea, Emma said.

What?" Zoe asked
Bows”
Everyone blinked
We fix the dress with bows ¥l look even better”

Loe smiled
1 love that idea.



They gmbbed g/ue.
Scissors.

BOWS.
They fixed the dress.

/7L /00/?66/ even more

beautiful

Loe walked back in

Everyone s*area/.




She smiled
Why is there no music? she said
Let's dancel”

The music started again.

Everyﬂ;ing came back o life

Then—

The OIHHOMV)CQVVIQH*.

"We have our IDFOVY) @ueen... OIVJCI our IDFOVV) Kiﬂg./"

Everyone held their breath.






"AS EVY)VVWI, Tia, ana/ IVH are gOFgQOMS OIHGII we have omm%er one,

Loe... is the Prom Queen!”

Cheers filled the room.
"And our Prom King... Liam!"

Zoe laughed
What a way fo end the school year”
"This school is weird,” she added
Don't worry” Tia said

"We have summer S*GF'HHg 'lLOVYlOI‘TOW."

They all /aughea’.

Loe kugH back Hn*ough her whole Joumey — from Paris
fo her new friends, from Madison o little Lucas, all the way
fo /oecoming Prom Queen. The fun, the adventures, the fears,

and the accomlp/ishmen*s...every sing/e one had been worth it

AV)O/ H)e em/ O'I[ ZOQ'S aa’ven*ure,
A?L /€0IS7L for NOW..e



Y Hi everyone! My
| name is Jasmrithi
'1%. Lalitha Avula.
| I’m eleven years
old, and my
passion is singing. |
" { also love active
SR sports! % @
f e < | started writing
9% this book just for
’ ( fun — something
to do to pass the
% time. | was so
excited at first,
( and then
A something
happened | didn’t
expect: | actually
started loving it.
What began as a
way to pass the

-

I m so happy, and I’m so proud.
Thank you Mom, Dad, my naughty
sweet brother and entire family for time turned into a

helping me the whole way. real book. I never
So here’s what | wantto say: ~ 'Mmagined that one
follow your dreams. day I might

And by the way — hope you like actually be
the book! [*, & publishing it! ==
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